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5, If the obvious meaning of the Scriptures be not the true one; 
he great body of mankind could not reasonably be reproved, or 
threatened, fur not believing them. 

To believe the Scriptures is to believe their meaning. But the 
persons in question are unable, however inclined, to annex any 
neaning to them, beside the obvious one. ‘To believe them, there- 
ore, would in most cases be out of their power; and could deserve 
neither threatening, nor reproof. Yet every reader of the Bible 
must have seen very many instances, in which this unbelief is se- 
verely censured, and terribly threatened. «He that receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word, that I have spok- 
en,the same shall judge him in the last day.” How can this be, if 
such as are concerned cannot know what the word of Christ means? 
How can they be blame-worthy for not believing what, in the physi- 
cal sense, they cannot understand? 

7. If the obvious meaning be not the true one; the provision 
made in the Scriptures for the salvation of men is imperfeet, and in- - 
effectual, 

Every meaning of every scriptural declaration, which is not 
lunished by the plain, obvious construction of the words, must be 
derived from critical learning and ingenuity. How tew are there, 
how few have there been, so learned, and so ingenious, as to be able 
to persuade mankind, or to give them any solid reason for the per- 
suasion, that they, and they only, have certainly discovered the 
meaning of the Word of God?) Where, when, and who, have been 
these favorites of Heaven? . 

These men, also, must be supposed to be more able, or better in- 
‘lined, than God himself, to use language ina manner, entirely per- 
Spicuous and decisive. Where, and when, have such specimens of 
ingenuity, and critical skill, existed? 

_ They must also be supposed to unite in giving the same construc- 
fon to scriptural passages. The true sense of each passage is cer- 
Vou. XI 32 









































































































250 On the Manner in which the Scripiures are to be understood. Juxy I 
tainly but one: and all, who hit upon it, must therefore be absolute. 
ly agreed. Where do we find this agreement? i 
They must also possess sufficient weight and authority to eng, a 
the attention, and secure the submission of mankind to their deg. P 
sions. Who ever had this authority? 0 
Contrary to all this, the scriptural critics, who have actually ey. i 
isted, have never had sufficient learning, and skill, to create a be. it 
lief among men of picty, that their doctrines, when varying fron fe @ 
the obvious meaning of the Scriptures, have been true, or supported fae! 
by satisfactory evidence. Some of them have been men of real ta. He © 
ents, and extensive learning. Others have challenged to themselves 0 
such talents; and attempted to display such learning, with nota cl 
little ostentation; but have never been able to convince mankind, ie 
that they possessed this superiority of character. Nor have eitle I 
had any considerable success in gaining followers, except among ul 
those, who were plainly unwilling to follow Christ. . 
At the same time, the language, in which they have delivered al 
their opinions, has been less clear, definite, and satisfactory, than lo 
that of the Scriptures. Technical or philosophical language is cer. He * 
tainly capable of being so used, as to express the doctrines of mere 
Philosophy, and the truths of Science, appropriately so called, es. > 
pecially of physical Science, with more precision than the comm ki 
language of men. Had the theology of the Scriptures been intent. cS 


ed only for learned men, and disclosed merely as a science, which 
was to expand their views, and regulate their opinions; it is nt I > 
unprobable, that it might have been communicated in technical lav- 
guage. But if was actually intended for all men; and must there ; 
fore be made known to them in the common language of men: i ° 


. . . . en 
since nine hundred and ninety-nine, out of a thousand, could not 
. . v's 4 ™ . oie . ] : me 
possibly understand any other. For the communication of plait, ne 
doctrines, duties, and facts; the only things interesting to such mer, th 
as being the only things essentially to be believed, and done, by " 


them; the common language is incomparably better fitted, as being the 
more perspicuous, and more impressive, than any other. Who dots 
not perceive, who has not a thousand times felt, that the doctrines 


, me 
precepts, and facts, contained in the Scriptures, are there express i 
ed with incomparably more felicity, than in the most studied periods wd 


and the most nicely selected phraseology, of the ablest uninspired 
writers? | 

The writers in question, also, have agreed almost in nothing: gu 
and have differed endlessly about every thing. It is not difficult , 
for men to harmonize in the truths of physical science; becals Hp. 
they ordinarily excite no interest, awaken no passion, and genera 
no bias. But the doctrines, and duties, of Religion produce the om 
strongest interest; and start into action every feeling, and ev") HM... 
prejudice. Hence the views of different persons concerning the" i |... 
are variously, and wonderfully, warped from each other, and from thi 
truth. Hence, also, the very language, which they adopt m par wh 
municating their opinions, is used variously, abusively, and 3 


manncr.chiefly, or only, perplexing to their veaders. 
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On the innumerable diversities of opinion among these writers it 
is unnecessary to expatiate; because it is every where known and 
acknowledged. A single example will sufficiently exhibit it for the 
‘gt present purpose. St. Paul says, in so many words, that Christ «is 
over all God blessed forever.” ‘This plain, unambiguous declara- 
tion conveys one, and only one, obvious, and that a perfectly defin- 


"< ® ite, meaning. In equally express terms Christ calls himself a man, 
te and the Son of man. ‘lhe obvious meaning of these declarations 
‘Olt TAS 1.45 been denied by several classes of men, who have called them- 
ted sclves Christians. The Cerinthians, Ebionites, Socinians, and 
7" others, believed him to be only a man. ‘The Docetae, and Mani- 
“4 chees, believed him to be only God. The Sabellians believed him 
sf to be a mere manifestation of God. ‘The Arians believed, that he 
’ 


was a super-angelic being, created before any other creature; and 
the followers of Apollinaris held, that he was two distinct persons; 
° one divine; the other human, Who amid this diversity, would be 
able, should he desert the plain meaning of the Scriptures, and fol- 


" low the explanations of men, to adopt any opinion concerning this 
on subject? ' 

wi Nor have these writers possessed, nor can any writers possess, 
os. A Such weight and authority, as might secure the submission of man- 

sti kind to their decisions, ‘The declarations of uninspired men can 

yd. ME TS NO higher than opinions, and advice; their precepts, than re- 


hick fe COMMendations; nor their promises and threatenings, than mere 
guesses. Whatever they threatened, and promised, although pro- 
fessedly derived from the Scriptures, would be believed, as it al- 
ways has been bekeved, to be merely an imposition, or the dream 
of a distempered brain. So far as God was supposed to have spok- 
‘not Me C's It would be received as truth. So far as it was only the com- 
ment of an uninspired man, it would be regarded, and with unob- 
jectionable propriety, as doubtful, or false. Who, after reading 
the comment, would not ardently wish for a sight of the text; that 
he might know how the doctrine or the precept, the threatening, or 
the promise appeared, as it came from the hand of God? 

From these observations it is, I think, certain, that if the obvious 
meaning of the Scriptures be not the true one, the provision made 
in them for the salvation of men is imperfect, and ineffectual; that 
men could not know what te believe, what to fear, or what to hope; 
but would be left in that state of suspense, which, in a case of such 
immense moment, must, if seriously felt, be productive only of an- 
gush, and terminate only in despair. . 

‘Yo all that I have said it will, 1 am aware, be objected, that the 
Bible is a book, difficult to be understood; that its references to hiss 
lory without itself, to manners and customs, and to other local cir- 
Cumstances, the mode in which the prophetical parts of it are writ- 
len, the diversity of style and manner on the part of the numerous 
‘riters, their peculiar conciseness, the difference in the modes of 
thinking and writing, prevalent in that age and country from those, 
Which prevail in ours, and the profound nature of many subjects, 
Which it treats, and many doctrines, which it contains, necessarily 
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involve much obscurity, and much difficulty of interpretation, 
“A. cordingiy,” it will be observed, ‘learned men in every Chris. 
tian age and couniry; and those numerous, have laboriously em. 
ployed themselves through life in endeavoring to illustrate the 
meaning of the Scriptures; and yet on the one hand have often con. 
fessed themselves at a joss concerning it, and on the other, have dif. 
fered almost endlessly. Even now, the difference, after all their 
labors, is at least as great, as it was originally. In what manner 
shall these things be reconciled with the scheme of interpretation, 
which has been here urged?” 

That the observations, included in this objection are just, I cer. 
tainly shall not deny; but the consequence, intended to be derived 
from them, I am not prepared to-admit. My own views concern. 
ing this part of the subject will be briefly communicated in the fol. 
lowing observations. 

1. Many of the diversities, here intended, are derived, not from 
the dictates of the intellect, but from the biasses of the disposition, 
All these, it must be admitted, are to be laid out of the discussion; 
for nothing can be written, to which the biassed disposition of those, 
who read, will not, when they are deeply interested, impute mauy 
such diversities. 

2. The references to history and to all local circumstances, must, 
I acknowledge, be well understood, before the meaning of such pas- 
sages, as contain these references, can be obvious, or even intelli- 
gible. ‘To explain these references is the proper province of learn- 
ing; and without learning it cannot be done. But when they are 
explained, the meaning of such passages may, and usually will, be 
as obvious, as that of any other. These passages, therefore, furn- 
ish no ground of objection against the doctrine, insisted on in these 
observations. 

5. The mode in which many of the prophetical parts of Serip- 
ture are written, is, and was undoubtedly intended to be, in a greal- 
er or less degree obscure. 'Uhe scriptural predictions were desigt- 
ed, not to enable us to prophesy, but merely to understand their own 
fulfilment, whenever it should take place. Often, however, the 
meaning even of these parts is sufficiently obvious. When Jeremi- 
ah said to Hananiah, «Thus saith the Lord, this year shalt thou 
die;”’? and when our Savior said to Peter, «Before the cock crows 
thou shalt de ny me thrice;” it was impossible, that the meaning «l 
either should be mistaken, unless it was wilfully mistaken: and fot 
this, language furnishes no remedy. 
~ With regard ‘to such prophecies, as are necessarily obscure, | 
shall make some observations hereafter. 

4, It is admitted, that there are great diversities of style in thé 
Scriptures; but I cannot admit, that this fact necessarily involves 
any obscurity on the part of the writers, who thus differ. Most’ 
and David, Luke and John, all differ nota Jittle from each other i" 
their manner of writing. But it does not therefore follow, becas 
it is not true, that they are on this account olscure. 
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5. The conciseness of many scriptural writers, it is conceded, 
renders them at times difficult to be understood; and at other times 
certainly makes them more easily intelligible. A concise style is 
not of.course an obscure one: though I confess this is the error, in- 
to which concise writers are apt to fall. 

The abruptness of the scriptural writers, and of the Asiatic wri- 
ters generally, particularly the abrupt and inartificial transitions. 
which they make from subject to subject, from paragraph to para- 
graph, and sometimes from sentence to sentence, is, L think, the 
chief scource of that obscurity, of which we complain. To us at 
least, who have derived our mode of writing, and to some extent 
even of judging of what is written, from Greek patterns, the Asiat- 
ic manner is on this account in a greater or less degree obscure. 
Whether it was so to the Jews, and is so to other Asiatics, is a mat- 
ter of question. That they meet with less difficulty in this case 
than we, is fairly to be supposed, because we find no instances of 
complaint among them concerning their writers, more than among 
ourselves concerning ours. ‘This, however, does not assist us; and 
it must be acknowledged, that from this source we are subjected 
to real difficulties in interpreting some of the scriptural writers; 
particularly the Apostle James, in the New Testament, and the 
prophet Hosea, and the author of Ecclesiastes, in the Old. 

Concerning all difficulties, arising from obscurity, created by 
this and every other cause, I shall make some observations at the 
close of this discussion, 

6. It must be admitted, that the modes of thinking, and of 
writing, prevalent in the several ages, and in the country, from 
which we derive the Scriptures, differ from those, prevalent among 
ourselves. Yet [do not discern, that we are subjected to any se- 
rious disadvantages on this account. The mode. of thinking and 
writing in the country of Judea, and during the ages in which the 
Scriptures were written, was that of pre-eminent simplicity; that, 
to which man _ is formed chicfly by mere nature; with as little of art, 
and contrivance, as can be supposed to belong to man, when pos- 
sessed of intelligence in such a degree, as is displayed in the Sac- 
red Volume. A certain portion of skill is undoubtedly manifested 
in the poetical parts; in the formation of the parallels, and in the 
structure of the different sorts of poems. The more complicated 
specimens of the former, and the more labored ones of the latter, 
must be acknowledged to be in a considerable degree artificial. Be- 
yond this, almost every thing with which we meet, is little else 
than mere nature. 

But sentiments formed, and writings constructed, with this sim- 
plicity, ave suited to every country, and to every age. In this re- 
spect, as truly as in any other, it may be said, «as face answereth. 
lo face in the water, so doth the heart of man to man.” We think. 
naturally, as all other men think; and however our own artificial 
modes of thinking or writing, may differ from those of others; stil! 
those, in which simplicity is a predominant characteristic, are 
easily intelligible to us, and to the rest of mankind. Indeed, the 
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wisdom of God is conspicuous in causing his word to be written by 
men, in whom this characteristic was so powerfully prevalent. 

7. The profound nature of several subjects, particularly of sey- 
eral doctrines, contained in the Scriptures, I readily admit; and 
where these are handled in an argumentative manner, the reason- 
ings may at times not be understood without difficulty. But it is 
to be observed, that these reasonings are not the doctrines them- 
selves, but merely the means of supporting them. The conclusions 
to which they conduct us, are the doctrines, which we are required 
to embrace; or, if the reascnings contain any doctrines, they con- 
tain them in their character of declarations, not in that of argu- 
ments. ‘These declarations, and conclusions, may be perfectly 
plain in their meaning; while yet the course of argumentation may 
be abstruse, and to most men difficult. 

At the same time I wish it to be considered by every sober man, 
when he is reading the Scriptures, and finds difficulties which he 
thinks of this nature, whether he does not originate a great part of 
them in one, or both, of these two ways; First, the construction, 
which his own biasses induce him to substitute for the obvious one; 
and secondly, from investigating too curiously the manner, in which 
the doctrine may be true, instead of receiving it simply as a de- 
claration of God, and resting for its truth upon the Divine veracity, 

The mysteriousness of many scriptural doctrines has long been 
mace an objection to them. for myself, I ai unable to discern 
either the philosophy, or the decency, of this objection. We do 
not hesitate to admit an endless multitude of mysterious physical 
truths. ‘The facts, that we think, ‘and speak, and move, are as 
absolutely mysterious, as the doctrines of the Trinity, and the Deity 
and Incarnation of the Savior. Nor is any greater degree of cre- 
dulity exercised in believing the latter than in admitting the former. 

But a mystery need not be mysteriously, i.e. obscurely, declared, 
The declarations that «Christ is over all, God blessed forever;” 
and that «the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us;” are 
no more mysterious in themselves than that there is a God, and 
that Adam was created. The question, How are these things 
true? contains all the mystery. But we are not required to answer 
this question; nor, if we could, to make the answer an object of 
our faith. 

Our fa“h is to be yielded to the declarations of God, as they 
are siven to us in the Scriptures. The evidence, on which we are 
required to believe, is his veracity. To receive a scriptural doc- 
trine, which we can explain to our own satisfaction, is not to con- 
fide in the veracity of God, but in our own explanation. ‘This 1s 
not the evidence, on which He originally requires us to believe. He 
demands, that we give credit to his veracity; and that absolutely, 
without reserve, or qualification. If this be net dene by us, our 
faith is radically defective. Should a friend of ours, known to be 
an honest man, declare to us a fact, of which he professed, that ke 
had perfect knowledge; and we should refuse to believe his declara- 
rion. until we had been able to explain all the circumstances to ou? 
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own satisfaction; our friend would justly complain, that we had no 
confidence in his veracity. | | 

The Scriptures are an account of the character, designs, and works 
of God. To finite minds these must necessarily be mysterious; and 
to such minds as ours must be full of mysteries. ‘To the eye of ig- 
norance every thing is mystery. If the Scriptures are a true ac- 
count of these things, they must be mysterious also. So far is this 
from being an objection against them, that it is to be regarded as a 
thisg of course. Still, in the declarations, which assert these 
mysterious things, there is ordinarily at least, and [ suspect in ev- 
ery instance, nothing obscure, so far as the declarations themselves 
are considered. ‘The doctrine of the Trinity would. probably be 
pitched upon as the most profound, and difficult, of all the scrip- 
tural mysteries; yet, in the declarations, that the Father is God; 
that the Son is God; and that the Holy Ghost is God; and that 
there is but one Jehovah; there is nothing obscure. On the con- 
trary, the meaning of them all is entirely obvious; so that a plain 
man will readily perceive it at first sight. The difficulty, the ob- 
scurity, lies in our examination of the manner, in which these 
things are true. This, it will be remembered, is not made an ob- 
ject of our faith. Itis one of those secret things, which belong to 
God, and not to us, 

Thus, I conceive it is sufficiently evident, that the abstruse na- 
ture of any scriptural doctrine furnishes no objection against the 
truth, which is the principal subject of this discussion. } 

8. Should all be allowed to these several objections, which those, 
who allege them, suppose; the only legitimate consequences, which 
will follow from the concession, will be that, in various cases, the 
Scriptures have no obvious meaning. But this consequence, if 
admitted, will not at all affect the scheme of interpretation, which 
{have proposed. All that can be said is, that those parts of the 
Scriptures, to which these objections are applicable, cannot be un- 
derstood; and that wherever the meaning of any passage is not, or 
cannot, be made obvious, we must resign it as hopeless. If such 
passages should in the end be found to be numerous, I should re- 
gret it as of serious importance. But even this would be immeas- 
urably better for men, and more honorable to God, as the Author of 
the Scriptures, than the scheme of interpretation, which has been 
adopted by many writers. There is no more monstrous position, 
than that the Scriptures are to be so interpreted, as to be made 
consistent with our philosophy. Had we been able to devise a sys- 
tem of theology; God certainly would never have made such a sys- 
tem the subject of an immediate revelation from Himself. Our ab- 
solute inability to do this is the only reason, why God has done it. 
But, if we were unable to devise it by our philosophy, it is impes- 
sible, that the Revelation, which contains it, should ever be truly 
interpreted, so as to agree with that philosophy. The truth is; 
he, who comes to the Scriptures to make them support his own phi- 
losophy, forms the system of theology in his own mind; and, when 
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he cannot do better, summons the aid of the Bible to prop it up, 
Instead of humbly betaking himself to his Maker, as the only 
source of rejigious truth, he merely repairs to Him occasionally, 
as an auxiliary; who, as he hopes, will help him to support the 
rotten parts of his own system. 

if we allow the Scriptures to be the Word of God; our only duty 
is to inquire What they say, and to receive it with implicit confi- 
dence. What God has said must be true; and all debate concern- 
ing iis truth is absolutely precluded by the character of its Author, 

‘Lhe manner, in which this mode of interpretation has been hith- 
erto carried on, must, one would think, discourage every consci- 
eniious man from attempting it any farther. By such interpreters 
many passages, unquestionably authorized both by manuscripts 
and versions, are rejected without hesitation. Why? Because 
they oppose the philosophical system of the interpreter. Many 
others, on no better authority, are pronounced defective; and the 
defect is wantonly filled up. Others are declared to be interpolat- 
ed; and with the same spirit are mutilated. Others, obviously lit- 
eral, are declared to be figurative; and others, obviously figura- 
tive, are deciared to be literal; and both, against all the rules of 
sober criticism. Where the text cannot be disposed of by any of 
these means, a conjectural emendation, or a conjectural meaning, 
is resorted to, as being at least better than that, which the words 
obviously convey. In this manner the religion of Mohammed, 
the Lama, or Fo, may as easily be found in the Scriptures, as 
that of Christ. 

It deserves to be remarked, that those, who have been satisfied 
with the obvious meaning of the Scriptures, have resorted to none 
of these expedients. It may, therefore, be fairly presumed, that 
they have not found any occasion for adopting them, derived from 
either of these sources. X. 


ANSWER TO A LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF A FEMALE 
CENT SOCIETY. 


Your letter, Madam, accompanying the first fruits of your chiar- 
itable society, afforded me peculiar satisfaction. I bless God that 
he, in the course of his holy providence, has led you to combine 
for the promotion of so important an object. Your contribution 
shall be faithfully appropriated to the purpose specified. 

You mention the infant state of your society, and the smallness 
of the sums forwarded; but, it is not giving much, which renders 
our charity acceptable, or secures the blessing of God upon 1t- 
The peor widow’s “two mites which made only a farthing”? were 
declarec by our Savior himself to be a greater contribution than 
the «abundance which was “ast in by a numerous multicude.” 

If the mites which you have collected for the most important ob- 
ject in the world, be a pledge of your love to the blessed Redecm- 
er, and his cause, it will be as acceptable as a mountain of gold 
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from some others, and receive as great a reward. It will be told 
of as a memorial of you; it will serve to increase your own happi- 
ness, and perhaps the happiness of others, throughout eternity. 

No charity can be more estimable, than that which has for its di- 
rect object the glory of God, the everlasting interests of the souls 
of men. Two mites, if we can give no more, are precious beyond 
description, when put into the treasury of the Lord. If any do not 
possess these, ‘a Cup of cold water,” given from right motives, 
sswill not lose its reward.”’ And where there is not an opportunity 
to perform this friendly office, a «willing mind is accepted.” We 
are forbidden to “despise the day of small things:” for, threugh 
means which appear most unlikely to effect any very important 
purpose, (like the clay that was put upon the eyes of the blind man,) 
God will accomplish great things. He will «bring forth the head 
stone” of his spiritual temple, “with shoutings, crying grace, 
grace unto it.” 

It is by the confluence of many small streams that mighty rivers 
are formed, which bear away all before them. So by the united 
exertions of the pious and benevolent throughout the Christian 
world, much, very much, may be done for the suppression of vice 
and immorality, and the deliverance of a fallen world from sin 
and error. 7 

Your contribution, inconsiderable as it is, will probably be suf- 
ficient to supply at least twenty-five families with the lively ora- 
cles of God, who otherwise must have lived and died without 
them. Is it not a matter of great consequence to deliver one fam- 
ily, or even one soul, fromthe horrors of pagan darkness, and 
point it to a bleeding Savior? It is impossible to tell, how much 
good may be effected by your feeble exertions. Should you send 
but one page of the Holy Scriptures, or a Missionary to preach 
but one sermon, to those who are *perishing for lack of vision,” 
this might be the means of converting some individual. His in- 
Haence might be instrumental in the conversion of others, and so it 
might extend to the latest generation. Remember that the king- 
dom of Christ, like «leaven in meal,” is constantly diffusing it- 
self, and be encouraged to go forward in the good work. 

Though your society be small, I traust. your numbers will soon 
ve increased, that “others seeing your good works will be led” 
hot only «to glorify your Father which is in heaven,” but *to go 
aid do likewise;” as donations of this kind are multiplying very 
last iu our land, and the blessing of God attends them. 

Though your contributions be comparatively small, yet I trust 
they will soon increase. We are warranted to believe, that 
ie more we give to sapport the cause of Christ, the more 
We shall be abie to give. Said God to the Jews, «Bring ye all 
lie tithes inty the storchouse, and prove me now therewith, if I 
Will not open the windows*of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that tiiere shall not be room enough to receive it?” 

L know that these, who are supremely selfish, who make a God 
of this world, who love their money better than Christ, or heaven, 
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or their own souls, are ready to dissuade you from these works of 
piety and benevolence, and say that you are injuring yourselves, 
But a more preposterous idea never entered the heart of man; nor 
one more repugnant to the Holy Scriptures. Want is not the 
offspring of liberality. We are commanded to “cast our bread on 
the waters,” and promised that “we shall find tt after many days,” 
«Honor the Lord with thy substance and with the first fruits of all 
thine increase—so shall thy barns be filled with plenty—thy pres- 
ses shall burst out with new wine.’® Said Solomon, “there is that 
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more 
than is mect, Dut it tendeth to poverty.’ Our biessed Savior like- 
wise inculcated the same sentiment. «Give and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and ran- 
ning over shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal, it shall be measured to you again.” 

You mention some difficulties which appear to impede the pro- 
gress of your society; “that as it is a nevel thing a number, and 
even some characters of influence, speak against it.’ But this is 
nothing more than you have reason to expect; it is nothing more 
than what has been common in all ages of the world. Whenever 
any scheme of piety and benevolence ts proposed, there are always 
some Who are ready to clog the wheels. by plausible pretences, and 
if possible to prevent the plan from going into effect. Accordingly, 
when the Jews were required to go forward and build the teimple, 
some of them objected, and said, «the time is not come, the time 
that the Lord’s house should be built.’ So when pious Mary 
«brake the box of precious ointment and poured it on the head of 
her Savior, some had tndignation and said, why was this waste of 
the ointment made?”* 

But shall we be discouraged on accoant of such objections: 
Shall we wait till every bedy is friendly to Christ and his religion 
before we use any exertions to make them so? No; God can “build 
the walls of Jerusalem in troubious times.” And those employed 
in this work are frequently required to bold a weapon ‘in one 
hand while they labor with the other’ Had not the apostles and 
their successors pressed through great difficulties and dangers, in 
this work of benevolence, In this labor of love, we should yet have 
been involved in all the horrors of pagan darkness. Says Dr. 
Scott, ‘what lave those to fear who have a righteous cause, 
faithful friend, anda sure promise.” “If God be for us who shal! 
be against us.” 

Let us go forward in this glorious work. There is much to be 
done, and our time is short. ‘Todo good is the noblest employ- 
ment of rational beings. O what reason have we-to rejoice, in 
being made the humble instruments of advancing the cause of God, 
carrying into effect his great and eternal designs of benevolence 
and mercy. What an unspeakable pryilege even ‘uv be made 
edhewers of wood and drawers of water in the house of God.” 

This is. however, not only a privilege but a ‘sreasonable ser- 
vice.” Shall others do so much to promote this cause? Shall the 
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Savior bleed and dic? Shall the Holy Sptrit come down to apply 
the benefits of his purchase? Shall the holy angels be “ministering 
spirits for the heirs of salvation?” Shall the apostles suffer the loss 
of all things, even of ther own lives, and yet have we nothing to 
do? Yes; we have much todo. The «time to favor Zion” has 
evidently come. The Christian world is awake; missionary la- 
bors are crowned with unusual success; and every thing appears 
to be in a happy train for the extensive diffusion of the Christian 
religion. 

Never forget that prayer is important to the success of your pi- 
ous designs, Ihe fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much.” 
Live near the throne of grace. Pray for the enlargement and 
prosperity ef your little association. «Pray for Zion.” «Pray 
for the peace of Jerusalem.” 

But you wish for some instruction on this subject. You mention 
that “a number in your society have scruples whether it be right 
for females tou mect together for prayer, on account of some apos- 
tolical prohibition.” It is very important to adhere strictly to the 
Holy Scriptures. But Ido not think it was the design of the 
Aposile to debar pious females from any privileges of this kind. 
The passages alluded to, I conclude, are ist Cor. xiv, $4.—*«Let 
your women keep silence in the churches; for it is not permitted 
unto them to speak: but they are commanded to be under obedi- 
ence, as also saith the law:”? and 1 Tim, ii 11,12. « Let the wo- 
meu learn in silence with all subjection. Bat 1 suffer not a wo- 
man to teach, nor to usurp autnority ever the man, but to be in 
silence.” 

It appears likely that in some instances, (as is the case at the 
present day) the women in the churches set themselves up as pub- 
lic teachers, and took the lead in religious exercises, and in other 
important discussions; and so “usurped authority over the men.” 
This was forbidden, as being inconsistent with the original design 
of the Creator. But it appears to me, that this does not apply te 
the case of a few females assembled in private, 

Prayer is not mentioned in the above passages of Scripture; but 
they relate particulariy to speaking on religious subjects. But can 
it be supposed, that you are forbidden to make any remarks to 
each other, on religious subjects, in your private meetings? If this 
be not inconsistent with the apostolic prohibition, how can prayer 
in this private manner be so? If these Scriptures are to be under- 
stood as prohibiting you from praying with each other, in an audi- 
ble voice, then I think they must forbid you to make any observa- 
tions, to read or sing, for the edification of each other. 

Though some may have scruples on this subject, it is certain 
that these texts are not generally understood as prohibiting females 
from having some religious exercises in their private. meetings. 
Female Praying Societies are very common in our land; and so far 
as Tam acquainted, they are universally countenanced by the learn- 
ed, the wise, and the good. By consulting the ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, you will 
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find such societies spoken of with the most decided approbation, 
and even encouraged by the strongest motives, I think the minis- 
ters of the several associations in the New-England States breathe 
the same spirit. 

If it were the design of the apostle to prohibit females from 
praying together in “private, it appears extraordinary that the 
great body of able ministers in our land should so generally mis- 
understand his meaning. That it is improper for females to set 
themselves up as public teachers, must be apparent to every think- 
ing person. But to suppose that afemily, or a number of pious fe- 
mo a are not allowed to worship God together, (except in silence 
after the manner of the Quakers) mei rely because there is nota 
man present to lead, appears to me to be foreign from the meaning 
of the apostle, and to derogate from the general tenor of Scrip- 
ture. If these hasty remarks should serve to throw any light on 


.this subject, and encourage you to go on tn your pivus designs, [ 


shall consider myself amply rewarded. 
With respect, your’s, &c. 


os 


For the Panoplist. 





THE WILL; A DIALOGUE BETWEEN MR. R AND MR. F——. 
Mr. R. What, friend F-—., are you all the time writing: Pray, 
what do you find to write so much about? 

Mr. F. My dear friend, 1 have indeed written much in the 
course of my life; but I now find that L have written little and done 
less for the glory y of God, and the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom in the world. Tam new adjusting my affairs, and mak- 
ing my last wiz; for J see life is almost elapsed with me. I am 


now between sixty and seventy years of age, and the number of 


those who exceed my year's is comparatively few. Death will soon 
pay me the ail-important visit; and a long adieu I must bid to the 
world, its cares and business, its riches and pleasures. I have en- 
deavored through life to do something to advance the cause of re- 
ligion and piety in the world, and to wipe the tear from the eye of 
sorrow. But, oh! bow little have I done expressly for Him, who 
bore my load of guilt, and purchased life and immortality for me! 

Mr. R. Well, old friend, notwithstanding your whims, you 
know I esteem you, and that your secrets will be safe in my breast. 
Give me a pattern, by which I may make an arrangement of my 
own affairs by and by; for, disagreeable as the thought is. I find 
year after year passes away, and old age will soon be at my heels. 
But at present I shall try to enjoy life as it passes. and will away 
my property when I can hold it no longer. 

Mr. F. From you, Sir, 1 will not conceal my circumstances. 
f am not rich. My whole property I estimate at about twenty 
thousand dollars. You know the state of my family. My children 
are not young, and one of them is settled in the world. 1 canleave 
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them three or four thousand dollars apiece, and I have concluded 
to leave $2500 in legacies as follows, viz. To the aged poor of the 
town, five hundred dollars, to be put to interest, and the annual in- 
come to be in the hands of the Overseers, a small fund to supply 
them with the comforts of life, over and above what the town al- 
lows; for age has cares and pains to soothe. ‘To the Bible Socie- 
ty I give 500 dollars. ‘To the Missionary Society I give 500 dol- 
jars. ‘l'o the Tract Society I give 200 dollars. To the religious 
Library among us I give 100 dollars. To our College Library I 
give 100 dollars; and a few other small charities will engross the 
sum mentioned—which I hope will make some of my fellow beings 
happy here and hereafter. 

Mr. R. Until now, Sir, I thought you a rational man, a good 
husband, and a kind father. Your whole property is worth only 
‘00,000 dollars; you have a wife and four children to scrambie 

through the world; and you are going to deprive them of so much 

of your property, out of a chimerical phrenzy for Bible Socicties, 

Missionary Societies, Tract Societies, &c. &c. My dear friend, 

do be rational. ‘Take care of your own family; leave your 

children, if you can, in opulence and ease; and let the world and 

societies take care of themselves. Are there not fools enough, but 
you must add to the number? . 

Mr. F. My dear Sir, I wish to be rational; and for the happi- 
ness of my wife and children I feel in every fibre of my heart. But 
J must inform you, that I have not lived to my present age without 
aking some notice of passing events. 1 have seen overgrown es- 
ates Kept as an entailed curse upon families. ‘The father, perhaps, 
sarted in early life with little more than his hands, and a good 
school education. Honest and frugal, step by step he rose to opu- 
ice, enjoyed the pleasure of acquisition, and arrived at the sum- 
itof prosperity. His rising family are trained up in all the fash-- 
hable amusements and expensive pleasures of the higher ranks of 
le. With the idea fixed in their minds that they are rich, heirs 
a vast estate, they are above business; and when death has de- 
tived them of the benefits of parental authority, they drive on in 
round of high life and dissipation, and in a few years their ca- 
trends inruin, They become the pests of society! Is it but sel- 
om that this occurs? If you look back only ten years, you will be 
‘onished to find in how many instances it has taken place. 
Whatever may be the ideas of youth, experience teaches that the 
realest happiness attending riches is in the gradual acquisition of 
‘mn; of course, the youth who knows nothing of this pleasure, 
POWs nothing of their right use. Could this truth be ounce fixed 

the minds of those, who are possessed of PRINCELY FORTUNES, 
“ven in the minds of those of my own standing in society, what 
essed consequences would follow! Could the opulent inhabitants 
ow heaven-favored land but feel their responsibility for the large 
“tts entrusted to them, accountable as they are to the Judge of 
“he earth at his last advent, O the incalculable blessings which 


ty 


Sit low from the conviction to the world and to theraselves! 
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Let us take one of those fortunes, of which there is a large nun. 
ber around us, worth four hundred thousand dollars. Take now 
but one tenth part, the scriptural tithe, which could be spared with. 
out the least injury to the heirs; this would afford forly thousand 
dollars! What an immense fund would these estates, together with 
the smaller ones, raise, in that proportion, to clothe the naked, to 
feed the hungry, to wipe the widow’s tears, and make the pain-worn 
bed of old age comfortable!’ How many little temples of worship 
* might be erected in poor country villages, to the glory of God; and 
the honor of the donors! How many Bibles might be disseminated, 
to instruct the ignorant in the Gospel of the-blessed Jesus! ~ How 
many Missionory Societies might be furnished with funds, to send 
the everlasting Truth of God to the dark corners of the earth! 
How many Charity Schools, to instruct the children of poor pa. 
rents; how many Hospitals for the sons of distress and misery 
might be founded! A thousand other advantages might arise to our 
own country and the world out of that affluence, which is squander. 
ed by the sons of riot, who, not knowing the true use of riches, ex. 
perience from them the greatest cursE. 

Under these considerations, I hope my friend will not again ac- 
cuse me of being regardless of the welfare of my dear family. But, 
whatever he may think, I trust I shall be acquitted at a higher tr- 
bunal. 

I started in the world with my hands, and little else. By the 
blessing of Heaven, which I hope has led me through life thus fay, 
I have gained some property. I have known the want of money, 
and from necessity have learned to spend it with frugality. I my 
children are wise, frugal, and pious, they will, with the blessing of 
Heaven, and with what I have left them, pass comfortably through 
the world. But if they are dissipated and wicked, more will oul 
‘make them the more wretched here, and augment their future misery. 

Instead, therefore, of thinking with you that I have done tw 
much, my fears are that I have erred on the other hand; and tht! 
have appropriated too small a part of my estate for the best 4 
causes—the glory of God, and the eternal welfare of man. Uh, 
could I but rivet on the minds of the rich the dreadful account they 
must give for those talents, squandered now by them and their het! 
upon their lusts, which might have blest society, and embalinel 
their names in the hearts of thousands, made happy by their bow 
ty!—Oh, could I but so describe the blissful sensations, that to? 
eternity will fill the truly benevolent, heaven-born soul, who ftv! 
pure charity has devoted his time and talents to advance the ke 
deemer’s kingdom, and to diffuse happiness through the earth- 
could I so describe these sensations, as to induce the ricH t0 be 
rich in labors of love, and to lay up their treasure beyond the Ww 
of time—the good deed would delight my soul, and would grild th 
shades of death with the comforting idea, that I had done gometlu 
to ease the burthen of human misery and woe! 





**For, how will mis-spent riches of the world 
Appear, when dread Eternity shall break 
Awful upon the disembodied soul!” 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


JOURNAL OF ABDOOL MESSEE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 183, 


Tu1s continuation of Abdool’s journal, is thus introduced in the Missionary 
ister: 

whe introduce this journal to our readers with great pleasure. It exhibits 
| yarious indications that the time of God’s mercy toward India is fast ap- 

proaching; and that it may soon be said of India, while looking on the abom- 
inations of the multitude, or the “altars to the unknown God” of the more 
refined, “‘the times of this ignorance God winked at, but now commandeth ali 
men every where to refrent, because he hath aftfiointed a day in the which he 


’ will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained.” 
d Itis evident from this Journal, and from other communications respecting 
! India, that a spirit of inquiry is rapidly diffusing itself, especially among the 
. Musselmen; and the most happy consequences may be confidently anticipated, 
2 through the Divine blessing’on the judicious and conciliating measures pursu- 
) ad by the real friends of India to enlighten and benefit her immense popula- 
tr tion. 

. The Rev. T. T. Thomason, of Calcutta, writes to the Secretary, under 


\- date of October 9, 1813; 
“Jf you have safely received a packet which I forwarded for von last June, 
containing a Diary of Abdool’s journey from Calcutta to Agra, you will be 


C- prepared to hear more of that useful taborer. I have now the pleasure to 
it, send you a continuation of the journal, giving an account of his labors in 
‘j- Agra, up to the latter end of August. His progress in every Missionary gift, 


is equal to our fondest expectation; his success in Missionary labor greatly 
he exceeds our bope. For we could not have ventured to hope for such rapid 
, and extraordinary effects as have attended his ministrations at Agra in this 
shart period. A bright day seems to be rising on those parts. What may 
cy, fae We not expect from beginnings so prosperously breaking out amongst us? If it 
ny fe Stould please God to continue Mr. Serta and Abdool together, we may 
. of Me 2ope for extensive fruits. The Address to us from Mr. Corrie, a copy of 
which is enclosed, has given rise to an association among the friends of 
Christianity in this place, for the support of Corrie’s institution. Though 
july J we feel ourselves acting under and for your Society, we have not yet publish- 
ery, fae Cd Our proceedings, or designated our Society as auxiliary to yours. The 
tu fgg Cle assumed by the subscription paper in circulation, is “A Fund for the es- 
+t] tablishment and support of native schools, under the superintendence of the 
Wh" B® Rev. D. Corrie, at Agra, or elsewhere.” ‘The subscription amounts to near- 
ly 400/. per annum, which will go far in supporting the establishment; and I 
Oh, Me have some hope that it may even exceed that sum. 
“But all the particulars of this institution, with the proceedings arising out 
of it,shall be regularly transmitted to you for the information of your society.” 

‘he Hindoostanee New Testament, by the lamented Martyn, assisted by 
the learned native Mirza Fitrut, is printing. The Gospel of St. Matthew, 
as soon as it was struck off, was distributed liberally by Abdool, as will be 
‘een by his journal. He doubtless feels especial pleasure in enlightening his 
countrymen by means of the blessed lahors of that man to whom, under the 
res of the Holy Spirit, he himself owes all his knowledge of the Gospel 
“a VUlrist, 

The Committee of the Church Missionary Society, on the view of the 
agen opening before it in India, have doubled the grant which they had 
a 1 7 made to the corresponding committee at Calcutta, and new appropri- 
sak ape the Salaries allotted to its Missionaries, the sum of 500/. per an- 
one’ bee Support of schools in India, and 500/. per annum to the establish - 
sotto readers and catechists and the furtherance there of the Society’s 
a tartans sons and there is every reasonable expectation of a far larger 
one, US Soon called for, and of liberal support to the funds from the Eu 

P40 residents in India. 
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March 18, 1815.—Arrived at_Agra, Abdool had come .on some days be. 
fore, and related several conversations with persons on the way about relig. 
ion. Many copies of St. Matthew give@away. On one occasion the number 
and names of the travellers were tobe reported at the police. It was late 
when the requisition came from the head-man ef the village. Abdool was 
unwell, and desired the eldest Christian boy to go along with the police offi. 
cer to make the report. On writing the names, the head man of the village, 
a Hindoo, said, some of these names he had never heard before, and atked 
who Abdool Messee might be, and of what caste the Loy himself was. The 
boy answered, he was an Isaee (i.e. Christian.) The man asked what relig. 
ion that might be. The boy replied, that of the English: and that he hada 
book, by reading which they might learn what kind of religion it was; and, jf 
they would listen, he would read iu it to them. They consented. About mid. 
night Abdool awoke; and, on inquiring for the boy, whom he missed, was 
told he had come and taken his book, and was gone again. Abdool, anxious 
for his safety, rose and went to seek him. After going to two or three pla- 
ces, he found him in the midst gf a large company, reading St. Matthew’s 
Gospel. 

On inguiring in Agra for a house for Abdool, one was found every way de. 
sirable; the reat agreed on, and possession in part given; but Abdool’s char- 
acter being in the mean time inade known, the owner, a Mahometan, drew 
back, and would not accept him for a tenant. 

On account of a late scarcity in the Mahratta country, many hundreds of 
poor creatures have flocked to this neighborhood in quest of food. Abdool 
went to the skirts of the town, where they resort, and gave pice (half-pence) 
away; inviting them, at the same time, to hear the Gospel, and send their 
children to him to learn to read. At first they received him as an angel of 
light; but a report was spread among them, that he was an Arabian, and 
sought to carry off their children: so that for several days the poor creatures 
refused to receive the charity which he offered them, or to hear any thing 
from him. 

Sunday, March 21, 1813.—About three, P. M. six native Christians, be- 
sides the children, &c. attended Hindoostanee worship in the fort, with whom 
Abdool read prayers, and expounded Luke v, it being the chapter in order 
of reading. His talent for expounding greatly improves, and discovers more 
and more.of the influence of Divine Grace on his mind. In the evening ma- 
ny hundreds of the poor assembled near the fort, to whom Abdool read and 
explained briefly the ten commandments. Many cried out, ‘These are true 
words; andthe curse of God will be upon us if we obey them not.” 

March 22.—Set our native school in order, by appointing six of the head 
boys to learn English on the new British plan, that some or all of them might, 
through the Divine Blessing, become translators. They all continue to lear 
the catechism in the mornings, with Persian during the day; and attend 
moraing and evening worship, in which Abdool officiates, by reading a chap- 
ter and makig remarks upon it, using some prayers from the Liturg) 
afterward. 

Sunday, Merch 28.—At three o’clock, the congregation of native Chrs- 
tians cousisted of about forty persons. Abdool explained the Gospel of 5 
Luke in order; and read and commented on the fourteenth chapter. Some 
of the people staid to inquire who he was, and said they felt their hearts 
much affected whilst he was addressing them. In the evening he went into 
the town. A great crowd collected to receive charity. Before he distribut- 
ed the pice, he explained the original state and the fall of man. Many sa 
quietly; evidently more taken up with the discourse, than with their owa 
necessities. Some of them, on being, through mistake, offered a pice a second 
time, withdrew their hand, saying, they had already received. Daily some 
of the Mohametans come to converse with Abdool. 

April 2—A Molawee came, he said, to dispute. Abdool told him, he 
would not dispute, for two reasons: 1. Because, though he understood the 
me ning of the Gospel in general, yet he could not say he was able to ©" 
plain every dificulty: aud, 2. Because, should they engage in dispute, he 
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might sey SX apmcthang that would offend, and so be guilty of a breach of has- 
pitality. But if the visitor would sit down m a friendly war, and read a chap- 
ter or two with him in the Bible, he would do it gladly. The Mo- 


ewee expressed much surprise, saying, that some, who wished to pepe: 
pnstianity, had spoken ill of their way, and that he had expected Abdool 
would Go the same. He sat down, and Abdool read from several parts of 
-he New Testament, and conversed on them with him. The result was, the 
Molawee went away pleased; and on Saturday came again, bringing his son 
with him to hear this new way. 

Apri il 3 During the last week, Abdool became desirous of fixing his a- 


~ 


bode nearer to us, because the Mahometans were becoming troubles> 2e y 
their coustamt Visits, SO as to interrupt his proper studies. This evening he 
went to Visit a very old man, accounted by the Mahometans a holy man, and 

muca resorted to by many of them. He had been a scholar of Abdoal’s 
grandiather, and had repeatedly expressed ac desire to see Abdool, who had 
accordingir > ated him an Tuesday. The cold man expressed much satisfac- 
tion ut seeimg him, but begged he would not ver on religion before his disci- 
pies. Abdool said, as he desired it, he would not, but should take his leave 
then, and come when he was alone. This evening was hxed on. This even- 
ing, he wever, Many were collected at the old man’s hanse. Some asked, 

+! 


al 


who Addool was. The old m an told hem, mentioning many Circumstances 
respecung t the respectability of his family; among others, that Abdool’s 


is 
mother’s brother is Presiceat of the Royal M ahometan College at Delhi. 
Ther then asked Abdool, whence he now came: and, on being told that he 
Was 2 certain English nan’s disciple, they inquired what he had learnt. He 
replied, he had — some valuable infor mation in religion. One of them 
said, “What connexion has religion with the English? Their native couatry 
sas a island, where they canknow nothing; and, in this country, what 
benefit in religion can you reap from them?” Abdool told him, that he spoke 
thus for want of information. The old man made a sign fe or Abdool to de- 
sist. A‘dool said, “If you are afraid I should be disgraced before this com- 
pany, pray understand that I go into the Bazar to speak on these subjects, 
andam uot ashamed of Christianity, that ] should fatter or deal in ambig- 
ous language.” “Well,” said the old man, “but now leave off; and come 
gst us, from time to time: we shall be happy to see you.” The discus- 
as thus interrupted, and nothing satisfactory could afterward be intro- 
cuced; so > Abdool rose to go. They again invited him to frequent their soci- 
ety; he replied, he had not time to spare for mere visiting; but if they would 


allow him to read a chapter in the Gospel every time he came, he would 
Fait on them as often as they pleased. hey expressed a wish that this 
might be the case. Time will prove their sincerity. 


sunday, April 4, 1813.—In the afternoon, at three, fewer native Chris- 
lans attended Hindoostanee worship; but a great many servants of the gen- 
lems en who live in the fort came to hear, belay ed very orderly, and heard 
With much attention the explanation of the parabie of the prodigal son. In 
ening Abdool explained the apostie’s ‘creed to multitudes of natives, 
cuected outside the fort, who all behaved respectfully to him. 
gids — A Molawee came on purpose to de sire that Abdool would point 
Cut a iy Ranh in the Gospel where Jesus Chr ist isc alled the Sean of God. He 
tarned the account of the transfiguration of our Lord; and read it. The 
awee » made no objection, and asked for a copy of our prayers, that he 
ig see our manner of worship. 
alter morning worship Abdool tock the children, and went into the fort to 
be ready tor the afternoon. Wohen all the children were collected, he read 
© tuem the story of “Henry and his bearer,” ‘They all expressed great de- 
iat. When he had finished, the eldest of his nephews said, “‘Now I must 
go cessity be baptized.” 
_ April 10.—Abdool and the children walked in the afternoon to the cele- 
han Tage or tomb of the famous emperor Shah Jehun and his favorite 
. He had much convers: ation with the Mahometan priests, as we should 


‘Gem, who have always been retained to read the koran at the tomb. In 
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the evening a most venerable man of their number came to Abdool’s 
house where they had a long conversation on the Divinity of Christ. Abdoo| 
remarked it as a hopeful sign, that many of the Musselmen of late have 
conversed with him cooly on this subject. 

Sunday, April 11.—About nine o’clock, while the native Christian children 
and servants were at worship, another venerable old man, who says he js 
ninety years of age, came from the Tage to Abdool’s. As they were kneel. 
ing down during the Liturgy, he knelt down with them. The tears began to 
roll down his cheeks as they proceeded in the service: toward the end, he re- 
peated “Amen,” heartily after each petition. When prayers were ended, he 
went up to Abdool, and embraced him; who said, “do you know that I am 
a Christian?” He answered, “Yes: I heard so yesterday. I have often seen 
the English at worship, but never understood their language; but your pray. 
ers are most excellent, and my soul has been greatly refreshed by them.” 
In the afternoon fewer of the Native Christians came, but many Mahome- 
tans and Hindoos, to the number of fifty or sixty. MBewer were assembled 
outside the fort than usual. 

Good Friday, April 16.—In the afternoon, about the usual number of na- 
tive Christians assembled inside the fort; to whom Abdool expounded the 
chapter respecting’ Abraham offering up his son Isaac, and Matthew xxvii. 

Easter-Day, April 18.—None of the native Christians belonging to the 
fort attended, but a greater crowd than ever of Hindoos and Musselmen; to 
whom Abdool explained Exodus xii. and Romans vi. with greater happiness 
of manner and expression on his part than ever. ‘Fhe event is with God! In 
the evening a greater crowd was also collected without the fort. One blind 
young man, a Mahometan, well dressed, was anxious to keep silence, that he 
might hear: and said, ifhe could by any means ascertain the truth of Abdool’s 
doctrine, he would straightway embrace the Gospel. <A stout young Fa- 
queer, on being told that he would get none of the charity, said, “I know 
that; but I come nevertheless every Sunday to hear the word.” 

April 22, 1813.—This evening, as Abdool was riding through the city to 
Visit some of the native Christians at their houses, in passing the police a 
Sy came tocall him. A Nabob, named’ Alif Khan, had lately arrived 

rom Delhi. On Abdool’s passing, some of the bystanders told him who he 
was, which induced the Nabob to call Abdool to him. After some introduc- 
tion, he told Abdool that he had been. informed of his name and his change 
of religion; and asked him why he had changed. Abdool said, ‘‘with a view to 
salvation.”—.Vab. “What, then, is there no salvation in your former relig- 
ion?” and he repeated a verse in Arabic signifying, that the people would be 
of any religion which the king favored.—.4d. “If it were so, you and oth. 
ers would embrace Christianity: as it is, I alone have become a Christian. 
The Nabob asked of his relations; and said, he had come to visit some of his 
own here.—.4, “It isa pity you will take so much trouble about earthly 
things, and take none about your salvation.” —.Vad. “I am content with my 
own way, and doubt not of salvation.” —44. “But now pray begin to doubt. 
I give you warning that there is no salvation in your, present way.”— ab. 
“How do you know?”—44. “By the word of God,”’ mentioning the prophets, 
and saying “you know the names of these bonksy ba have never seci 
them: they are in my possession, and if you would read them, yc 
would no longer speak ill of this way.” One of the by-standers sai, 
angrily, “What, then, were all our forefathers and learned men fools, that 
they should not know the right way?”—14. “I do not say that they were 
fools: but they had not opportunities of knowing the truth, and therefore 
were less to blame: but those who took away the means of knowledge from 
them were great offenders.” Much other conversation ensued, which ence 
in the Nabob’s desiring that Abdool would come again, and bring some @ 
the translations with him. F 

Sunday, April 25.—In the afternoon none of the native Christians atten 
ed Divine Service, but from forty to fifty Hindoos and Mahometans, most © 
them new faces. In the evening the crowd was so great without the fort am 
so much noise and bustle, that little effect seemed to be produced by Abdoo 
discourse. 
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April 24.—Abdool went into the city, with a view to visit the Nabob from 
Delhi; but was told he was busy, and could not seecompany. A number of 
Hindoo merchants were amen: | together near that place, and some of them 
called to: Abdool by the name of ‘‘Padree.” Abdool observing they wished 
to speak with him, asked if they meant him, or wanted him. They said 
“Yes.” One repeated some things, which a sturdy Faqueer had told them 
that Abdool had said to him, about not giving <harity to people able to work. 
—‘So,” said he, ‘“‘we hear of your preaching to the peor: that you say for- 
merly we were all one, but that Satan has brought about these differences.” 
This gave him an opportunity of stating briefly the Scripture Doctrine, dur- 
ing which he was often interrupted by questions. Among others, having told 
them that he learned a true religion from a Sahib, one said, “How can 
you speak thus? The Sahibs let their nails and hair grow long, and are en- 
tirely ignorant: what holiness can you learn from them?” Another said, 
“Their women expose themselves, and are very loose, I have heard, and 
great sinners.” Abdool said he had never s€éen any Brahmin’s or Pundit’s 
wife so modest and humble as some of the English ladies. One said, ‘But 
are not our hooks true, and do not our Pundits tell us the truth?” Abdool 
said, “If I were to speak my real sentiments on that head, you might per- 
haps be offended.” ‘They all said, “Oh! No.” He then told them the vanity 
of trusting in the works of their own hands, &c.. The Faqueer he had re- 
fused to give money to, now joined them, and was very angry, and said he 
would send Collee (the Goddess of Destruction) in the night to destroy him. 
—Abdool: “If you mean any servant or disciple of your own by that name, 
the Chokedars (watchmen) will take care that he shall not get at me to kill 
me; but as to that black figure which you call Collee, I have no fear that it 
will rise out of its place to injure ne; and to-morrow I will shew myself to 
you, if it please God, in spite of Collee.” The Hiudoos laughed at the Fa- 
queer, and begred Abdool would often come. 

April 29.—T ne old man from the Tage, referred to onthe 11th inst. has 
continued to come, and to shew great love for the word of God. He has 
spoken of Abdool in the city, to many, with much respect. In consequence 
a wealthy Mahometan sent to invite Abdool yesterday to visit him. On en- 
tering the house, he found great preparations for a feast, and many assem- 
hled. All the party shewed him great respect; the master of the house, a 
man advanced in years, in particular. After some time, Abdool said, he 
understood he had sent for him to converse on religion; but he perceived 
that they were met for other purposes. The master of the house said there 
was no harm in such entertainments; and, if he did not entertain his guests, 
they would not come again; and asked if he never went to Nautches, (Dan- 
ces.) Abdool said, not since he had been to Calcutta; and that from the so- 
ciety of such women no good could arise, but much evil. The young meh 
seemed amused, and the old man too laughed. Abdool said, he no doubt 
Was at ease with respect to the pardon of his sins, since now in his old age he 
seemed so unconcerned. “Ah,” said he “your conversation is much more 
vecoming;” but then, &c.—excusing himself as vain people do. Abdool 
soon rose to depart. The Mahometan gentleman asked leave to send a por- 
tion home with him; which is a usual custom among them. Abdool begged 
he would not, as he had enough to supply his necessities; and; especially, 
would not be a partaker in such vain entertainments. The young man, son 
of the host, thinking the proposal arose from considerations of expense, said, 
llahaughty way, that he allowed his kitmudgar (servant) one hundred ru- 
pees per month. “Very likely,” said Abdool; but, for a Faqueer, a blanket 
and stuff are sufficient.” Then wishing them all good evening, he begged 
them to observe, that he ‘came among them a Christian, and left them a 

uristian. He was attended to the door, and entreated to come again: he 
said, if they would send for him to read the Gospel to them, he would come 
With pleasure, but not otherwise. 

N going to the above house, he called at the Hindoo merchant’s, where 


he found also the Faqueer. ‘They smiled on his approach; and one said, on 








“68 Journal of Abdool Messee. Jung, 


“True; you who do not believe in these things, they have no power over,” 
Abdool: But shouid they not rather injure those who do not obey them, than 
you who worship them?”—*“True,” said one; “and the fact is, that they are 
all nonsense; but our wives and old women would plague us to death, if we 
did not obey the idols.”—‘“‘Then,” said Abdool, “do you yourselves confess 
your idols to be folly?” —‘‘We do indeed,” said they all—This gave Abdo] 
an opportunity of speaking on the subject, and they begged him often to 
come among them. 

Sunday, Siay 2, 1813.—The old man, fromthe Tage, came to morning 
worship. Inthe afternoon, none of the native Christians attended, but as 
many or more of the Hindoos and Mahometans living in the fort. In the 
evening, a great crowd was collected without the fort, and silence kept the 
whole time. Abdool spoke to them on the Angel’s annunciation of Christ’s 
birth. A Mahometan gentleman, attended by several servants, stood behind 
Abdool during the whole discourse, and seemed much in reflection: on going 
away, he saluted Abdool very respectfully.’ The Faqueer, before mentioned, 
was also present; and, when the discourse was finished, stepped forward, 
and told the peuple, that Collee had sent this man to instruct them. What 
a contrast between Collee the Destroyer, and Jesus the Savior. 

May 4.—The Mahometan gentleman, who came to hear Abdcol’s discourse 
on Sunday, had, it seems, reported among his friends favorably of what he 
heard. In consequence, three of the chief men of the city, with forty or 
fifty other respectable Mahometans, assembled to-day, and sent a perscn to 
persuade Abdool to come and look ata house to hire. Abdool went; and, in 
the way, the messenger confessed the true reason of his wishing him to go 
into the city. Abdool went on, nothing dismayed. On entering, he sat down 
at the lower end of the room. ‘They desired him to come up higher. He 
said, the Gospel taught him to take the lowest seat, and that his rank did 
not entitle him to sit beside them. They still desired he would come up high- 
er. ‘hen, a Molawee, who had known Abdool some year's ago, at Luck- 
now, said, in a kind of set discourse, “See here, friends, this man, who used 
to fast three times a weck, and is the son of such and such respectable an- 
cestors, has forsaken the religion of his fathers; and is an instance of what 
a man willbe, when God intendsto destroy him.” Abdool heard him out, 
and then answered, “If you had said, that Satan had deceived me with the 
purpose of destroying me, I might have been silent; but your speech is a 
reproach upon God, as if he purposely led me into error. I have, indeed, 
left all my former ways, as you say; but it is as if a man should leave off idol- 
atry. Ihave left that idolatrous worship of myself you refer to; and you 
should ascribe it to the grace of Christ, who has converted an idolater. 
The usual objections were then discussed at great length, and with litte 
neat; but that, now and then, the natural enmity of the mind would discover 
itself, 

Abdool had taken his New Testament, which is his constant companion, 
and a copy of St. Matthew, which one of them received publicly. He 40 
swered all their objections, by references to the New-Testament, which made 
one of them say, he would learn Hebrew that he might search the original 
. Scriptures. Abdool said, “Yes, Satan only desires that you should delay: 
At your time of life, you coutd scarce attain any knowledge of Hebrew be- 
fore your death, and Satan desires you should die undecided.” One of the 
chief men at length said, “‘Now, O Friends! I perceive the day of judg ment 
is near, andthat Islam will not remain. The English will take away our 
faith.” Abdool said, “Do not think that any thing like force will ever be 

. ene . ” id “True: 
used; for, be assured, that is contrary to the Gospel.” One said, “2T™ 
their religion is doubtless a religion of good will, and without op worst 

ss ; Si ’ 
One asked Abdool, ‘And do you intend to visit Delhi?”—“Yes,’ said ® 
“when I have opportunity.”—“Then,” said the other, “you will afflict many 
there.”’—Abdool: “Che Gospel forbids to give any one pain, and if my nt 
versation cause you pain, Ido not wish you to send for me again.” ‘I hey 4 
said, “No, no,” and wished he would take a house near them. 


*e J . ! a 
On rising to come away, after three or four hours’ conversation, the Mol 
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wee who had known Abdool at Lucknow, said, “We sent for you, because 
we thought you were a worldly man, who had forsaken your religion for 
earthly motives; but, from your preaching in the Bazar, and your conversa- 
tion just now, we perceive you are indeed become a Christian, and are lost to 
us.’ The person who had come to hear on Sunday, and who had sat silent 
all the time, followed Abdool out, and said to him, ‘They sent for you to ridi- 
cule and shame you; but, thank God, no cause of shame has been found in 
vou.” ( Lo be continued. ) 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Our readers have been informed, that a meeting of delegates from Bible 
Societies was to be held at New York, on the 8th ult. for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the duty and propriety of forming a National Bible Society. 
On the day appointed, the delegates convened in the Consistory Room of the 
Reformed Dutch Church, when JosHua M. WALLACE, Esq. of New Jersey, 
an Episcopalian, was chosen President of the Convention, and the Rev Jonn 
B. RomEyN, of New York, andthe Rev. Lyman BEECHER, of Connecticut, 
Secretaries. The meeting was then opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. 
Nott, President of Union College. Forty-eight gentlemen appeared as reg- 
ular delegates from twenty-n ne Bible Societies, in the States of Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Kentucky; and twelve gentlemen, as authorized, though informally, to re- 
present six other societies, or a number of members thereof, in New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New York, and to represent also the 
wishes of the Society ‘of Friends. Other Bible Societies expressed their ap- 
probation of the design in writing, without sending a delegation. 

‘The subject was opened and treely discussed, when it was 

“Resolucd unanimously, That it is expedient to establish, without delay, a 
general Bible Institution, for’ the circulation of the Holy Scriptures without 
note or comment.” 

A Committee of eleven was appointed to prepare the plan of a Constitu- 
tion, and an address to the public; and the Convention adjourned to Friday, 
the 10th at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

The Committee consisted of the Rev. Dr. Notr, of Schenectady, the Rev. 
Dr. Mason, of New York, SAMUEL BAYARD, Esq the Rev. S. WILMER, 
and the Rev. D. JonrEs, ot New Jersey, the Kev. L. BEECHER, of Connecti- 
cut, CHARLES WRIGurT, Esq. of Loug Island, the Rev. Joun U. Rick, of 
Virginia, the Rev. Dr. Morse, of Massachusetts, W1iLL1aM Jay, Esq. of 
Westchester county, (N. Y.) and the Rev. Dr. BLYTHE, of Kentucky. 

The Convention met according to adjournment. A constitution was re- 
ported by the Committee. It was discussed, considered by paragraphs, and 
adopted unanimously. An address was reported by the same Committee, 
which was unanimously approved. ‘Tlie Constitution is as follows: 

1. This Socicty shall be known by the name of The AMERICAN BIBLE 
Society, of which the sole object shall be, to encourage a wider circulation 
of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment. The only copies in the 
English language to be circulated by the Society, shall be of the version now 
INnCommMon use. 

_2. This Society shall add its endeavors to those employed by other Socie- 
es, for circulating the Scriptures throughout the United States and their 
territories; aud shall furnish them with stereotype plates, or such other as- 
sistance as circumstances may require. ‘This Society shall also, according to 
its ability, extend its influence to other countries, whether Christian, Ma- 
hometan, or Pagan. 

3. All Bible Societies shall be allowed to purchase at cost from this Socie- 
ty, Bibles for distribution within their own districts. The members of all 
such Bible Societies as shall agree to place their surplus revenue, after sup- 
plying their own districts with Bibles, at the disposal of this Scciety, shall be 
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entitled to vote in all meetings of the Society; and the officers of such Socie- 
ties shall be, ex officio, directors of this. 

4, Each subscriber of three dollars annually shall be a member. 

5. iach subscriber of thirty dollars at one time shall be a member for life, 

6. inach subscriber of fifteen dollars annually shall be a Director. 

7. Each subscriber of one hundred and fifty dollars at one time, or who 
shall, by one additional payment, increase his original subscription to one 
hundred and fifty dollars, shall be a Director for life. 

8. Directors shall be entitled to attend and vote at all meetings of the Board 
of Mangers. 

9. A-Board of Managers shall be appointed to conduct the business of the 
Society, consisting of thirty six Laymen, of whom twenty-four shall reside in 
the city of New York or its vicinity. One fourth part of the whole number 
shall go out of office at the expiration of each year, but shall be re-eligible. 

* Every Minister of the Gospel, whois a member of the Society, shall be en- 
titled to meet and vote with the Board of Managers, and be possessed of the 
same powers as a Manager himself. 

The Managers shall appoint ali officers and call special general meetings, 
and fill such vacancies as may occur, by death or otherwise, in their own 
Board. 

10. Each member of the Society shall be entitled, under the direction of 
the Board of Mavagers, to purchase Bibles and ‘Testaments, at the Society’s 
prices, which shail be as low as possible. 

11. The annual meetings of the Society, shall be held at New York or Phil- 
adelphia, at the option of the Society, on the second Thursday of May, in 
each year, when the Managers shall be chosen, the accounts presented, and 
the proceedings of the toregoing year reported. 

12. The President, Vice Presidents, ‘treasurer, and Secretaries, for the 
time being, shall be considered, e2-officio, members of the Board of Man- 
agers. 

i$. At the general meetings of the Society, and the meetings of the Man- 
agers, the President, or in his absence the Vice President first onthe list then 
present; and in the absence of all the Vice Presidents, such member as shall 
be appointed for that purpose, shall preside at the meeting. 


14. The Managers shall meet on the frst Wednesday in each month, or of- - 


tener, if necessary, at such place in the city of New-York, as they shall from 
time to time adjourn to. 

15. The Managers sha!l have the power of appointing such persons as 
have rendered essential services to the Society, either Members for life, or 
Directors for life. 

16. The whole minutes of every meeting shall be signed by the Chairman. 

17. No alteration shall be made to this Constitution, except by the Society 
at an annual meeting, on the recommendation of the Board of Managers. 

Having adopted the Constitution, the Convention proceeded to choose thir- 
ty-six managers, for the year ensuing, according to article 9. The following 
persons were unanimously chosen; viz. 


Henry Rutgers, John R.B Rodgers, Rufus King, 
John Bingham, Dr. Peter Wilson, Thomas Stokes, 
Richard Varick, Jeremiah Evarts, Joshua Sands, 
Thomas Farmer, John Watts, M. D. George Warner, 
Stephen Van Kensselaer, ‘Thomas Eddy, De Witt Clinton, 
Samuel Boyd, Wilham Johnson, John Warder, 
George Suckley, Ebenezer Burrill, Samuel Bayard, 
Divie Bethune, Andrew Gifford, Duncan P. Campbell, 
William Bayard, George Gesman, John Aspinwall. 
Peter M‘Carty, Lhomas Carpenter, John Murray, jr. 
Thomas Shiclds, Lecnard Bleecker, ~ Charles Wright, 
Robert Ralston, John Cauldwell, Cornelius Heyer, 


After due notice of their appointment, the Managers met in the City Hall, 
on the 1ith, and proceede.! to choose the officers of the Society, when the lo» 
lowing gentlemen were unanimously chosen; viz. 





H 
H 
3 
is 
hr 
h 
E 
is 


— 


rm * ee oP et 








1816. : American Bible Society. O71 


PRESIDENT. Hon. William Gaston, of V. Carolina. 
Hon. Elias Boudinot, of Vew Jersey. Hon. Thomas Worthington, of OAio. 
Hon. Thomas Posey, of dvidiana. 


.  WICE PRESIDENTS. Hon. James Brown, of Louisiana. 
Hon. John Jay, John Bolton, Esq. of Georgia. 
Mat. Clarkson, Esq. ¢.V. York. Hon. Felix Grundy, of Tennessee. 
Hon. Smith Thompson, Robert Oliver, Esq.o/ Maryland. 
Hon. John Langdon, of V. Hampshire. Joseph Nourse, Esq. of the Dis- 
Hon. Caleb Strong, } of Mass : trict of Columbia. 
Hon. William Gray, wae 
Hon. John C. Smith, of Connecticut. Secretary for Foreign Correspondence. 
Hon. Jonas Galusha, of Vermont. Rev. Dr. J. M. Mason. 
Hon. William Jones, of Rhode Island. 
Hon. Isaac Shelby, 3 Kon Secretary for Domestic Corresfiond- 
George Madison,Fsq. § ~.* ence. 


Hon. William Tilghman, of Penn. Rev. Dr. J. B. Romeyn. 

Hon. Bushrod Washington, } ft Vi 
William Wirt, Esq. f Virg. Treasurer. 

Hon. Charles C. Pinckney, of S. Car. Richard Varick, Esq. 


Information of this choice was communicated tothe Convention by a com- 
mittee of the Managers. The Convention having previously resolved, that 
the first annual meeting of the American Bible Society be held in the city of 
New York, and the business being now accomplished, their meeting was 
closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. W1LMER, and the Convention was dis- 
solved. We now present our readers with the Address. 


, To the Peofile of the United States. 

Every person of observation has remarked that the times are pregnant 
with great events. ‘The political world has undergone changes stupendous, 
unexpected, and calculated to inspire thoughtful men with the most boding 
anticipations. 

That there are in reserve, occurrences of deep, of lasting, and of general 
interest, appears to be the common sentiment. Such a sentiment has not 
been excited without a cause, and does not exist without an object. The 
cause is to be sought in that Providence, whicli adapts, with wonderful exac- 
titude, means toends; and the object is too plain to be mistaken by those who 
carry a sense of religion into their speculations upon the present and the fu- 
ture condition of our afflicted race. 

An excitement, as extraordinary as it is powerful, has roused the nations 
to the importance of spreading the knowledge of the one living and true God, 
as revealed in his Son, the Mediator between God and men, Christ Jesus. 
This excitement is the more worthy of notice, as it has followed a period of 
philosophy falsely socalled, and has gone in the track of those very schemes 
which, under the imposing names of reason and liberality, were attempting 
to seduce mankind from all which can biess the life that is, or shed a cheer- 
ing radiance on the life that is to come . 

_ We hail the reaction, as auspicious to whatever is exquisite in human en- 
joyment, or precious to human hope. .~ ¢ would flv to the aid of all that is 
holy, against all that is profane; of the purest interest of the community, the 
fauly, and the individual, against the conspiracy of darkness, disaster and 
death—to help on the mighty work of Christian charity—to claim our place 
in the age of Bibles. 

We have, indeed, the secondary praise, but still the praise, of treading in 
the footsteps of those who have set an example without a parallel—an exam- 
ple of the most unbounded benevolence and beneficénce: and it cannot be to 
us a source of any pain, that it has been set by those who are of one blood 
with most of ourselves; and has been embodied in a form so noble and so 
Catholic, as “Lhe British and Foreign Bible Society.” 

he impulse which that institution, ten thousand times more glorious than 
all the exploits of the sword, has given to the conscience of Europe, and to 
the slumbering hope of millions in the region and shadow of death, demon- 
strates to Christians of every country what they cannot do by insulated zeal; 
nd what they can do by co-operation. 
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In the United States we want nothing but concert to perform achievements 
astonishing to ourselves, dismaying to the adversaries of truth and piety; and 
most encouraging to every evangelical effort, on the surface of the globe. 

No spectacle can be so illustrious in itself, so touching to man, or so grate. 
ful to God, as a nation pouring forth its devotion, its talent, and its treasures, 
for that kingdom of the Savior which is righteousness and peace. 

If there be a single measure which can overrule objection, subdue opposi- 
tion, and command exertion, this is the measure. That all our voices, al} 
our affections, all our hands, should be joined in the grand design of promo- 
ting “peace on earth and. good will toward man”—that they should resist the 
advance of misery—should carry the light of instruction into the dominions of 
ignorance; and the balm of joy to the soul of anguish; and all this by diffusing 
the oracles of God—addresses to the understanding an arguinent which can- 
not be encountered; and to the heart an appeal which its holiest emotions rise 
up to second. 

Under such impressions, and with such views, fathers, brethren, fellow-cit- 
izens, the American Bible Society has been formed. Local feelings, party 
prejudices, sectarian jealousies, are excluded by its very nature. Its mem- 
bers are leagued in that, and in that alone, which calls up every hallowed, 
and puts cown cvery unhallowed, principle—the dissemination of the Scrip- 
tures in the received versions where they exist, and in the most faithful 
where they may be required. In such a work, whatever is dignified, kind, 
venerable, true, has ample scope: while sectarian littleness and rivalries can 
find no avenue of admission. 

The only question is, whether an object of such undisputed magnitude can 
be best attained by a national Society, or by independent associations in friend- 
ly understanding and correspondence. 

Without entering into the details of this inquiry, we may be permitted to 
state, in a few words, our reasons of preference to a national Society support- 
ed by local Socicties and by individuals throughout our country. 

Concentrated action is powerful action. “The same powers, when applied 
by a common direction, will produce results impossible to their divided and 

artial exercise. A national object unites national feeling and concurrence. 
Unity of a great system combines energy of effect with economy of means. 
Accumulated intelligence interests and animates the public mind. And the 
Cathokc efforts of a country, thus harmonized, give her a place in the moral 
convention of the world; and enable her to act directly upon the universal 
plans of happiness which are now pervading the nations. 

It is true, that the prodigious tcrritory of the United States—the increase 
of their population, which is gaining every day upon their moral cultivation— 
and the dreadful consequences which will ensue from a people’s outgrowing 
the knowledge of eternal life; and reverting to a species of heathenism, which 
shall have ail the address and profligacy of civilized society, without any re- 
ligious control, present a sphere of action, which may for a long time employ 
and engross the cares of this Society, and of all the local Bible Societies of 
the land. 

In the distinct anticipation of such an urgency, one of the main objects 0 
the .dmericun Lible Society, is, us: merely to provide a sufficiency of well 
printed and accurate editions of the Scriptures; but also to furnish great Gis- 
tricts of the American continent with well executed Stereotype plates, tr 
their cheap and extensive diflusion throughout regions which are now scant 
ly supplied, at a discouraging expense; and which, nevertheless, open a wide 
and prepared field for the reception of revealed trath, 

Yet, let it not be supposed, that geographical or political limits are to be 
the limits of the American Bible Society. ‘That designation is meant to ind: 
cate, not the restriction of their labor, but the source of itsemanation. Thc) 
will embrace, with thauktuiness and pleasure, every opportunity of raylbs 
out, by means of the Bible, according to their ability, the light of life and 19" 
mortality, tosuch parts of the world, as are destitute of the blessing, and ar 
within their reach. In this high vocation, their ambition is to be feliow-W0!* 
ers with them who are fellow-workers with God. ‘ 
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People of the United States; 

Have you ever been invited to an enterprize of such grandeur and glory? 
Do you not value the Holy Scriptures? Value them as containing your sweet- 
est hope; your most thrilling joy? Can you submit to the thought that you 
should be torpid in your endeavors to disperse them, while the rest of Chris- 
tendom is awake and alert? Shall you hang back, in heartless indifference, 
when Princes come down from their thrones, to bless the cottage of the poor 
with the Gospel of peace; and Imperial Sovereigns are gathering their fair- 
est honors from spreading abroad the oracles of the Lord your God? Is it 
possible that you should not see, in this state of human things, a mighty mo- 
tion of Divine Providence? The most Heavenly charity treads close upon the 
march of conflict and blood! The world is at peace! Scarce has the soldier 
time to unbind his helmet, and to wipe away the sweat from his brow, ere the 
voice of mercy succeeds tothe clarion of battle, and calls the nations from en- 
mity to love! Crowned heads bow to the head which is to wear “many 
crowns;” and, for the first time since the promuigation of Christianity, appear 
to act in unison for the recognition of its gracious principles, as being fraught 
alike with happiness to man and honor to God. 

What has created so strange, so beneficent an alteration? This is no doubt 
the doing of the Lord, and it 1s marvellousin oureyes. But what instrument 
has he thought fit chiefly to use? That which contributes, in all latitudes and 
climes, to make Christians feel their unity, to rebuke the spirit of strife, and 
toopen upon them the day of brotherly concord—the Bible! the Bible!~ 
through Bible Societies! 

Come then, fellow-citizens, fellow-Christians, let us join in the sacred cov- 
enant. Let no heart be cold; no hand be idle; no purse reluctant! Come, 
while room is left for us in the ranks whose toil is goodness, and whose recom- 
pense is victory. Come cheerfully, eagerly, generally. Be it impressed on 
your souls, that a contribution, saved from even a cheap indulgence, may send 
a Bible to a desolate family; may become a radiatory point of “grace and 
truth” to aneighborhood of error and vice; and that a number of such con- 
tributions made at really no expense, may illumine a large tract of country, 
and successive generations of immortals, in that celestial knowledge, which 
shall secure their present and their future felicity. 

But whatever be the proportion between expectation and experience, thus 
much is certain: we shall satisfy our conviction of duty—we shall have the 
praise of high endeavors for the highest ends—we shall minister to the bless- 
eduess of thousands, and tens of thousands, of whom we nay never see the 
faces, nor hear the names. We shall set forward a system of happiness 
Which will go on with accelerated motion and augmented vigor, after we 
shall have finished our career; and confer upon our children, and our child- 
ren’s children, the delight of seeing the wilderness turned into a fruitful field, 
by the blessing of God upon that seed which their father’s sowed, and them- 
selves watered. In fine we shall do our part toward that expansion and in- 
tensity of light divine, which shall visit, in its progress, the palaces of the 
great, and the hamlets of the small, until the whole “earth be full of the 
knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea.” 


We are informed, that the plan of a National Bible Society, has been re- 
ceived with strong approbation, and entered into with great zeal, by Al 
Classes of Christians in New York On the Sabbath after the Society was 
formed, notice was given in all the pulpits of that city, that a meeting would 
be held the next day, at the city hall, for the purpose of joining the Society. 
At this meeting it is supposed fifteen hundred citizens assembled. On the 
Motion of the Hon. SMiTH THompson, Chief Justice of the State, the May- 
or of New-York was called to the chair. It was then moved by the Hon. 
Jonas Pratt, a Justice of the Supreme Court, that this meeting do cordial- 
ly approve the Constitution of the American Bible Society. This motion was 
ably supported by the mover, in a speech of some length. The motion was 
seconded by the Rev. Dr. Nort, who addressed the meeting in an eloquent 
Manner, The question was put, and unanimously decided in the affirmative. 
It was next moved by GEORGE GRIFFIN, Esq. that this meeting will zealous; 
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ly support the American Bible Society. Bhe motion was seconded by PETER 
A. Jay, Esq. ‘These gentlemen also addressed the assembly with great pro- 
priety and effect. ‘Ihe Addresses delivered,” says the Editor of the Com- 
mercial Advertiser, ‘“‘were adapted to the occasion of the meeting, displayed 
enlightened and enlarged views of the nature of the Society, and made elo- 
quent and powerful appeals to the understandings and hearts of statesmen, 
citizens and Christians; calculated not only to illustrate, but to prove the pro- 
priety and necessity of this American Republic, uniting its exertions in one 
great, noble, and honorable effort to circulate the Scriptures, without note or 
comment, within their own bounds, and throughout other parts of the world, 
‘The meeting was conducted aud concluded with a decorum, harmony and 
unanimity which it is to be hoped will always characterize the meetings of 
Americans for promoting the best interests of mankind.” 

The thanks of the meeting were presented to Judge Platt, the Rev. Dr, 
Nott, and Messrs. Griffin and Jay, for the addresses which they delivered on 
this interesting occasion, and copies were requested for publication. 

The Address of the Society to the People of the United States was read by 
the Rev. Dr. Mason, and the meeting then closed; immediately after which 
the citizens were employed, in various parts of the hall, in subscribing the 
C.nstitution and paying their donations and subscriptions. 


STRIKING FACT. 


From the last Report of the Muscow Bible Society, it appears, according 
to the most authentic sources of information, that during 234 years, since Bi- 
bles were first printed in Russia, no more than ¢wenty-two editions of the 
Sclavyonian bible have appeared, consisting in all of but «bout sixry thousand 
cofiies! 

“Shonld we even suppose, (though it be impossible,) that all these copies 
still exist, yet, alas! how few Bibles are to be found in Russia, for the use of 
so many millions ef people; and what a vast number of precious souls, during 
this period. have departed into another world, wichout ever having had it in their 
power cither to obtain, «r to be benefited by, that book which contains the 
only pure source of Cliristian doctrine! Inthe Bible alone we learn the way 
to happiness in the present life, and to bliss in the worldto come. And how 
many millions of souls, for which the blood of Jesus Christ was shed, are still 
deprived of the%possibility of being benefited by this heavenly gift! Surely 
then, while involved in such circumstances, we may well consider the institu- 
tion of a Society among us, which has for its aim the furnishing every person 
in Russia with a Bible, as a new mark of the divine blessing upon our land. 
Let us therefore bow down and acknowledge the infinite gocdness of God, 
and offer up hearty prayers to our Lord and Savior, that he would pour down 
his blessing upon his own word, disseminating in our extensive native country, 
and that we may be reckoned worthy of beholding such distinguished mercies 
poured out on Russia, aud see the word of the Lord increase more and more, 
and bring forth fruits of righteousness in the hearts and lives of our fellow 
men.” 


AN ACCOUNT OF ‘A SOCIETY RECENTLY FORMED IN THE FEMALE 
ACADEMY OF LITCHFIELD, CONNECTICUT. 


Tne design of this Society is, perhaps, a little singular. The object as ex- 
pressed in the Constitution, is twofold: ‘/irs¢, to make pecuniary contributions 
for charitable purposes”—(which contributions, unless special permission from 
their parents to the contrary be obtained, are to be the result of their own 8a- 
vings, or earnings, While at schoo]; that their donations may be exclusively their 
own, and that they may learn to practice industry and economy.) “Secondly , 
and principally, that an opportunity may be given the Young Ladies, of ae 
coming acquainted with the best mode of forming and conducting Femaie 
Charitable Societies, and also with various other ways and means cf dois 
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good which are commonut this day, with a special reference to future exer- 
tions in their own regions. 

In few words, the great object of the Society is to learn the Young Ladies 
how to.do good. . 

To accomplish this object, the Constitution provides several means. 

1. There are to be as many offices in the society as convenient, and these 
to be often interchanged in the course of a year; that the Young Ladies may 
learn by actual experience not only how to form charitable societies, but how 
to conduct them when formed. 

2. The Constitution further provides that the members of the Society meet 
frequently, for the purpose of receiving instruction and information relative 
to the objects of the institution. “his instruction and information is obtained 
in one of two ways; they either read some interesting and appropriate book, 
or some suitable person, having been previously invited by the Directors of the 
Society, attends with them and delivers discourses or lectures on doing good. 
The resident minister of the place is usually looked to for this assistance. In 
the course of these lectures, an opportunity is given him, of inculcating the 
duty of doing good upon the minds of his youthful audience, and urging them 
by the most powerful motives to make this the great business of their future 
lives. Hehas here also an opportunity of setting before them the numerous 
objects of beneficence which in the providence of God are placed within their 
reach, and of opening tothe view of their minds the great plans of benevo- 
lence which are now in operation, and the means by which they are carried 
on. The popular objection to engaging in extensive plans for doing good 
made by many, that their influence or other means are so small, and the 
good they can do so trifling, may here be refuted by showing what others, of 
no greater means than their own, have in fact accomplished. 

In this way ideas may be suggested to the minds of the youth, which may 
have a powerful influence in forming them to habits of usefulness, the good 
cffects of which may be felt by thousands of wretched sufferers in successive 
generations.* 

3. As another means of accomplishing the same result, the Society have 
resolved on exerting themselves to procure a library, consisting of such relig- 
ious books as shall be calculated more or less directly, to promote their ob- 
ject. ‘This library they propose, on account of their own scanty means, to 
raise principally by the charity of individuals. ‘The advantages of such a li- 
brary to such a society are great. It will direct the attention of the Young 
Ladies from light reading to that which is solid and useful. It will be an et- 
tectual bond to hold the Society together, by making it popular in the Acade- 
my and holding forth continual and strong inducements to those who have re 
cently come to become members of it. It will also be a kind of frerfretua: 
— and in the absence of a living instructor will be no incompetent sup- 
ply. 

The institution of such a Society in such an academy, composed of a large 
number of young ladies, some of them from very distant and very destitute 
parts of the country, and all of them from families of respectability and influ- 
ence in the several regions of country to which they belong, promises to be- 
come a source of no inconsiderable good. 

And it may here be verv properly suggested, whether the word of God and 
the peculiar dispensations of his providence at this dav, do not call for some 
such exertions to be made in all our schools, academies and other institutions 
for the education of youth. Is it not time that the great and noble subject of 
doing good, be reduced to something like a science, in which the ways and 
means of doing good in their variety shall be pointed out, and pressed upon 


“Dr. Franklin informs us, that ail the rood he had ever done to his country or man- 
kind, was Owing toa small book, which he accidentally met with when a boy, entitled *Ks- 
Says to do good.”” This little book gave him such a turn of thinking, as had an influence 
On all his tuture conduct, and made him indeed, resolve from that time to make doing 
food the great purpose and business of his lite. See Burder’s Ect. of Mather’s Essays to 
40 good. Preiiuee, p-9. Fvranklin’s works, vol. IL, p. 478. 
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the uninformed minds of youth, both by holding upto view their duty and the 
happiness to be derived from performing it. Is it not time and does not the 
providence of God demand, that more pains be taken, than ever before, to 
train up our youth to Aadits of doing good; and that this subject, reduced to 
definite principles, be taught in the family by every parent, in the school by 
every instructor; and in short that it be connected with every department of 
human learning? 


INTERESTING REPORT. 


The Committee of the Society in Portland for suppressing Vice and Immorality beg 
leave tu present the tollowing, as their fourth annual Report:— 


Tue object, which in the opinion of your Committee claimed their more immediate at. 
tention during the past year, and which seemed imperiously to demand their exertions, 
was the suppression of intemperance by procuriug the execution of the law respecting re. 
tailers of spirijuous liquors. It is deeply to be lamented that the usage of many years 
should in any measure have sauetioned the violation of the law, and afforded facilities ty 
the indulgence of a most degrading vice, the parent of so many others. ‘Fhis melancholy 
proof of the influence of unlawful custom, has naturelly excited the less surprise in 
proportion to its almost universal prevalence. We have seen that many respectable re. 
tailers have been in the habit of disregarding the statute in question, while under a re. 
cognizance entered into in open court to obey it, and while under the sacred obligation oj 
an oath to defend the constitution and covermment of their country: men, who in all their 
other deulings with the world are strictly moral and upright, trom the :aere influence of 
custom, have violated without scruple, because without examination and reflection, a lay 
which was intended, and is competent, if duly observed, to secure most important public 
and private blessings. Laws to regulate inuholders and retailers, of the same character 
with ours, exist, we believe, in most, if not all, of the United States; and have recent- 
ly been found expedient in a neighboring foreign* State. They have existed in this State 
from the year 1680 to the time when the present law was enacted. If any argument for 
the wisdom and policy of such laws can be derived from the united opinion of the most 
enlightened men in our country during the period of more than a century, the concur- 
rence of a majority of our Legislature for one hundred and thirty-six years, seems to be 
unanswerable in favor of the restraints imposed in this commonwealth upon the retailers 
of ardent spirits. 

In the course of the past year, the whole subject was carefully examined and minute- 
ly investigated in our legislature, wpon the request of meny respectable individuals, who 
wished to have some provisions of the statute modified or repealed; but the legislature 
after full deliberation, negatived the application, and this investigation served to convince 
a number of the applicants, if we have rightly understood the fact, that thei object was 
not founded on sound policy or expediency; and were it not for the influence of custom, 
your Committee are couviueed, that wost of the retailers themselves, as well as the 
community in general, would be of the same opinion. 

It will be recollected that your Committee have aimed by persuasion and advice to in- 
duce the retailers voluntarily to abandon the practice of selling liquors to be drunk in their 
shops, and once entertained the hope that their endeavors would have succeeded. They 
are still convinced that some of the most respectable of them are desirous of discontinu- 
ing it.—Some persons, to our knowledge, have voluntarily abandoned it trom a sense 0 
duty and a full conviction of its deleterious consequences. How pleasing would it be if all 
were similarly disposed! How conducive to the comfort and happiness of their thought 
Jess. customers, and of those who are connected with them by domestic ties! But there 
are some of a different character who seem unhappily resolved to disregard not only the 
laws of the country but every sacred and social principle, whose shops and houses are the 
resorts of gamblers and drunkards—where the miserable victims of viee are pillaged, 
without shame or remorse, of the scanty earnings, scarcely sufficient even when frugally 
hasbanded; to supply the wants of their families —Were it not that offenders of this chat- 
acter have increased, not only in number, but in their contempt of law and disregard to 
the peace and happiness of their nearest friends, the attention ef the sober part of the 
community would not so often have been directed to us for relief, nor called forth such 
exertions on our part, as an imperious sense of duty has dictated. 

The Committee feel in common with the members of the Society, great regret for the 
inevitable consequences in a pecuniary point of view, which have resulted from the pros- 
ecutions they have been instrumental in commencing; but they feel much greater regret 
for the necessity, which made a recourse to these measures an incumbent duty, in conse 
quence of the failure of more mild and friendly steps; and in particular of their expect 


Wanada, 



















































































































1816. Interesting Report. O77 


tion, through the undertaking of a friend, to impress upon the public mind, the destruc- 
tive effects of intemperance, and to point out remedies tor it through the medium ot 
one of the public newspapers; but from an improper influence, this privilege, though at 
first granted, was (reluctantly, however, as we believe) withheld. 

Much good, however, we apprehend, has been done by holding up the terror of the 
law, as well as by awakening the-attention of many to the evils it was designed to erad- 
“ihe been urged by some that an universal observance of the law would be produe- 
tive of many inconveniences; but to say nothing of an argument which favors a violation 
of law, your Committee are perfectly satistied that these inconveniences are magnified, 
and are of no weight at all when put in competition with the deplorable evils which have 
long resulted from the unlicensed sale of spirituous liquors. ‘The inconveniences alluded 
to are those to which country people would be subject, who have been in the habit of 
bringing their food from home and buying their drink in town; or who when wet and 
cold have been accustomed to purchase a small quantity of spirit at the stores where they 
were transacting their business. ‘This is really the most plausible argument we have 
heard against the policy of the law. Surely if many country people have by degrees con- 
tracted a habit which constitutes a continual temptation to the retailers to violate their 
duty, it is time they began to form another, which would remove it, it would be but a 
very short time that our country brethren would suffer inconvenience on this account; 
they would soon find a satisfaction in reflecting on the good which the relinquishment of 
such a habit would produce. 

Your ommittee have thought it unnecessary to enumerate the many evils which flow 
from the vice we are aiming to suppress.— these evils are generally well Known and 
much lamented. They think it proper, however, to mention one thing which may not 
have been sufficiently considered—and which concerns the town at large. It is the ex- 
peuse of supporting those whose poverty has been produced by the too frequent and ex- 
cessive use Of spirituous liquors. We find upon inquiry, that out of eighty-five persons 
now supported at the workhouse in this town, seventy-one became paupers in conse- 
quence of intemperance; being seven-eightis of the whole number; and of one hundred 
and eighteen, mostly heads of families, who are supplied at their own houses, more than 
half are of that character. ‘The expense of supporting that number, the vear past, 
amounted to upwards of six thousand dollars —Now, were it not for these persons, or 
rather that vice, the expense of supporting the town’s poor, instead of six thousand dol. 
lars would have been Jess than two thousand.* 

They would further observe, that the law for regulating licenses has not only been in 
substance, of long standing, but asit now exists, is wisely calculated to effect its original 
design. Were it suitably attended to by those whose duty it is to observe the regulations 
it contains, and particularly by selectmen, in duly regarding the character of the persons 


* The circumstance stated in the Report of the number of persons actually become 
paupers, or reduced tarequire relief, in consequence of intemperance, connected with 
the calculation of the expense occasioned for their support, having attracted the par- 
ticular notice of the Society, and been deemed likely in some meusure to arrest public 
atiention, it was thought prudent before proceeding to publication, to cause a ‘dedher 
investigation to be mude into the accuracy of the statement, which was directed to be 
done by a committee appointed for the purpose, who accordingly made it the subject of 
examination and had reason to be satisfied of its substantial correctness from the most 
competent and authentic sources of intelligence. Their information was chiefly derived 
from the board of overseers of the poor, gentlemen best acquainted with the facts on 
which the estimate was founded, and which were in many instances corroborated by the 
personal knowledge of some of the committee. And the opinion of the overseers was 
known tobe fully confirmed by that of the late respectable master of the workhouse, now 
aosent, from whom indeed, and no one could be better qualified to give it, the statement 
08 originally received. 

While, therefore, the circumstance stated in the report is believed to be substantially 
COrreet, it 3s not intended however, to communicate the impression, that the whole num- 
ber of individuals included in the calculation had been personally intemperate, or that in 
some instances intemperance might not have been connected in its origin, with kindred 
immorality, as many of the paupers are women and children; but the estimate may be 
understoud to embrace families reduced to poverty by this cause, and others involved by 
inseparable habits in equal wretchednecs and ruin; go that asylums intended for the in- 
a a to be actually peopled by the victims of intemperance; and the fund pro- 
tioned” ” the poor is almost exhausted by the effects of vice. Among the number men- 
i are also several State paupers, the expense of whose support is devolved —— 
i ncaa eg 05. a circumstance, in cumbination with the general fact indicated in 
the te which may be considered worthy of exciting a correspondent inquiry into 
penaitie cn, other purts of the State and District, in order to ascertain us near as 
which sy in such a manner as to present in its proper point of view, the extent to 
and whi = tax is imposed upon the community bya wice the most pernicious to society, 

tis seems to create the heaviest charge upon public charity. 
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who apply to them for approbation—in limiting the number “necessary for the public 
good” instead of recommending any merely for their private emolument—in causing 1p 
be posted up in the heuses and on of taverners and retailers, a list of the names of 
all persons reputed common drunkards, or common tipplers, or common gamesters 
raispending their time and estate in such houses,” and by forbidding such taverners and 
retailers to sell spirituous liquors to such persons, under the penalty which the law pro 
vides, there would be tewer instances of the breaches of that law, and a better disposi. 
tion in the persons licensed, to comply with its salutary provisions. If selectmen woud 
also (as another law requires) see that guardians were appointed to every person who “jy 
excessive drinking, gaming, idieness or debaucel of any kind, so spend, waste or les. 
sen his or her estate as thereby to expose himself or herself, or his or her family or any 
of them to want or suffering circumstances, or the town to which he or she belongs, in 
their judgment, to a charge or expense for their maintenanee or support,” much eri 
would be avoided and much good produced. In short, the legislature as well as the people 
rely almost entirely on the Fathers of the town tor the benefits which these laws were in. 
tended to produce. With their faithful attention, the endeavors of others to secure those 
benefits to the community would be much encouraged; without it, they must be arduous 
if not ineffectual. | 

They conclude by expressing their ardent wish that the time may soon come when a 
due sense of the evils we deplore will be duly felt by all who now (perhaps thoughtlessly) 
encourage them—when the blessed effects of good order and sobriety will be experienced 
—ant! when we shall have the satisfaction to reflect that we may have been in some de. 
gree instrumental in producing them. It is consoling to reflect upon appearances of 
moral and religious improvement among us How far societies like ours may have pro. 
duced a serious consideration in the minds of any, we presume not to determine, But 
have we not reason to believe that the disposition of afew to promote the cause of virtue 
and religion would stimulate others to join in the attempt? Hay Sy, thrice happy, wouldit 
be to all, were these principles prevalent in every heart. It may be unbecoming to ex- 
press sanguine expectations that an immediate and great reformation will attend our ef. 
forts, though we have already reaped some reward of our labors. Yet the generations to 
come may derive incalculable benefits from them; and it should be considered that a!! ex- 
perience declares that most important and blessed effects are frequently the result of lin 
ited and feeble undertakings Reflect on the astonishing increase of moral aid religious 
societies in Europe: Bible Societies, Missionary Societies, Tract Societies —all designed 
to spread the knowledge and promote the prineiples of Christianity—many if not all of 
which sprung from the laudable zeal of afew individuals. “Look at the wouderful efforts 
to do guvod which our own country exhibits. —Eight years ago there was not a single Bible 
Society in the United States, now there are upwards of an hundred. Three years ago 
there was scarcely one Moral Society, now there are hundreds.”—In addition to these, 
contemplate the highly important alliance or religious treaty, reecntly formed and ratified 
by three great potentates in Europe, and the intended establishment of Peace Societies. 
All designed and suited to diffuse the spirit of the Gospel and increase the happiness of 
man. ‘These are considerations which should strengthen our hands and encourage our 
hearts. , 

Tohclp, in some degree, this great cause, we wish to support the salutary laws of this 
state, to produce a reformation in those who are in the habit of violating them; and ve 
cannot but think that those who disregard or encourage crimes which are against the laws 
of God and man, are in some degree partakers in the guilt. He whose government ' 
without defect, and whose sacred word contains many warnings and prohibitions against 
intemperate drinking, and declares that drunkards shall not inherit the kingdom of God, 
will, if we seek his blessing, and possess a beeoming prudence and zeal, unquestionally 
prosper well meant exertions —Let «as, therefore, not reiax or look back, but cot 
ducting with deliberation and discretion, let us “stand to our work and go forward;” yes 
let us persevere in the undertaking we have begun, until few be found who will ne! 
patronize our design, and rejoice in our success. 


SAMUEL FREEMAN, Chairman. 


At the. Annual Meeting of the Society for suppressing vice and immorality, holces : 
the Friend’s meeting-house, in Portland, April 27, 1816, the foregoing Report was rea 
aud accepted. Tl. Baownr, Secry. 


MATERNAL ASSOCIATION. 


A Soctrry has recently been formed at Portland, Maine, with the above designation. I 
consists entirely of mothers, who assemble once a month for the special purpose of oar 
ing, and qualifying themselves to pertorm, the duties which they owe to their ehiletren 
in consequence of their covenant engagements. ‘The time allotted io their meetings & © 
be spent in reading such books, as relate tothe object of their association, in cons ersing 0 
the subject, and in prayer for the divine blessing upon their exertions. Onee in thi 4 
mouths, the members are to bring with them such of their female children as are betwee 
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jand14. At these meetings, the exercises are to be suited to the capacities of children. The 
constitution provides for the acquisition of a small seleet library. ‘The sixth article is as 
tolluws. scot’ 

«{t shall also be considered the indipensable duty of every member to qualify herself by 
prayer, and as opportunity may allow, by reading, for performing the arduous and impor- 
tant duties of a Christian m. ther; and to suggest to her sister members such hints as her 
own experience may furnish, or cireumstances seem to render necessary.” 

The dddress to Mothers, which the Socicty has published, is, with a small omission, 
now presented to the reader. 

“Will you permit a stranger, who is herself a mother, and who therefore knows from 
experience a mother’s alfeetion and solicitude for her offspring, to lead your attention for 
afew moments to the all important and interesting duties which God has connected with 
this endearing relation? He is styled the Father of spirits. He is therefore in a most im- 
portant sense the Father of your children, and He considers them as flis property. He 
creates them for his own glory; He gives them an existence which will be lasting as His 
own; He considers them as more vaiuable than the world which they inhabit, and io your 
forming hands He first commits the precious deposit, saying in effect to every mother, 
‘take this child and nurse it for me, and 1 will give thee thy wages.” ‘To your care and 
guidanee He gives the earliest, and in some respects, the most important years o: their 
existence. To you He has entrusted almost exclusively the highly responsible office of in- 
staunping on the minds of these immortal beings the earliest, and consequently the most 
lasting impressions which they will ever receive; the characters traced on them by your 
fingers will most probably remain to be read hereafter in the light of eternity; and the pe- 
rusal will fill you with joy and thankfulness, or overwhelm you with anguish and despair. 
During that period of their existence, wh:ch God has committed to your care, the mind is 
Taost ductile, the heart most susceptible and the memory most tenacious. Hence the im- 
pressions then made are rarely if ever effaced. ‘The habits are thea untormed, the affec- 
tious unengaged, and the memory unoccupied; the soul presents itself to your hand 
like wax to the seal; and the judicious, heaven-taught mether may trace upon it almost 
whatever she pleases. ‘True, you cannot renovate the heart, or make your children heirs 
of salvation, but you may use means which have a tendency to produce this most desirable 
cifect, aud which will almost infallibly sccure the blessing pf f'eaven. You may avoid that 
false enderness and those ruinous indulgences, which, by fostering the appetites aud pas- 
sious Of your children prepare them for a useless, wretched life, a still more miserable 
death, and a despairing eternity. You may stove the retentive memory with religious 
truths; you may restrain and correct their vicious propensities; you may place religion be- 
fore them in its most winning and attractive form, by causing it to live and breathe in your 
example. Above all you can consecrate them to the service of God, and pray ferveatly 
and perseveringly for those divine influences which ave necessary to crown your endeay- 
ors with success. Such ave the duties which God requires of every mother; and it was 
doubtless with a view to animate and assist you in the performance of these duties that He 
implanted in the maternal breast that tender and inextinguishable affection, which you 
fel for your offspring. Let not this affection then, be pleaded as it too oftet is, as an ex- 
cuse fur negleeting those duties which it was designed to aid you in perfocming, and which 
you cannot but allow to be tufinitely important. Let us not thus upgtatefully pervert the 
git of a wise and benevolent God. Let us not blindly prefer the present gratification to 
the future and eternal happiness of our children; nor deead the infliction of momentary 
pain, more than their evertasting ruin. It is notJove which prompts parents to conduct 
like this, or if it be love it has all the effects of hatred. It directly tends to destroy the 
happ‘ucss of our children in the present as Wellas in the future world; for no one who is 
sequainted with human nature can doubt, that unrestrained passions are sources of wretel:- 
eduess, or that children whose inclinations are restrained with a mild but steady hand, arc 
lar happier even in the present life, than those whose vicious propensities are cherished 
aud inflamed by parental indulgence. With truth therefore might the royal Preacher a: - 
sert that “he who spareth the rod, hateth his son, but he that loveth him chasteneth hit 
betines.” Shall we then be induced by false tenderness or any other motive to withhold 
this proof ofaffeetion when the present and future happiness of our children require it, or 
tonegleet those important duties which the God of nature both requires and prompts us 
perform? Shall we give Him cause to accuse us as he did the heathen, of being with- 
Out natural affection. Sinee He has been pleased to honor us by committing immortal 
Souls to our care shall we dare to abuse His confidence and violate the sacred trusi? Sure- 
ly those who do this, will incur no common degree of guilt. Look forward to that awful 
na ace you must appear with your childven before His tribunal, who committed them 
an wobyoes, and who will then demand an account of the manner in hich you have dis- 
hes t ie sacred duties of a parent. Imagine, if you can, what will be your feelings, 
able te “? them Perish in consequence of your unfaithfulness, 1 hink of the unutter- 
meal riper » which will then overwhelm you, should you sce them with a last look ot 

B _— and reproach accuse you as the author of their eternal ruin. 
ing aap ie escape these avonies and secure the reward of a faithful parent, in witness- 
which ; ternal felicity of your offspring, sedulously improve the precious opportunity 

Vinlasey and childhcod afford for training the pliant mind to habits of virtue and piety 





















































































































280 Donations to Foreign Missions. Juvg, 


Frequently ask yourselves questions like these; Do I habitually feel and display as much 
coneern for the spiritual as br the temporal welfare of my children? Have they reason 
to infer from my conduet that I consider their souls as more precious than their bodies; 
that | value religion more than learning or reputation or riches or health; and that I should 
much rather see them poor, despised and wretched with an interest in the Redeemer, 
than possessors of the world without it. Dothey see in me a living example of pure un- 
defiled Christianity? Is my daily conduct calculated to give them a favorable opinion of 
religion, to place it betore them in a lovely attractive form? Ina word, while I inculcate 
upon them the precepts of the Bible does my example tend to counteract or to increase 
the effect of my instructions? Happy mothers if you can answer these questions in a satis. 
factory manner. I congratulate you on the hope which you may justly entertain that your 
ehildren will be your “crown of rejoicing” i in the day of Christ’s appearing, when you vill 
be able to present them to Him and say, behold thine handmaid and the children which 
Thou hast giv en me. May you also be able to say, “Of those whom thou hast given me | 
have lost none.” But should any, who read this address, feel convinced that they have 
failed in discharging the duties of mothers, let them endeavor immediately to correct their 
deficiencies; and to redeem Jost opportunities by sedulously improving those which re. 
main. 

Let those, who perceive the importance of these duties but feel incompetent to perform 
them, remember Him who has said, If any man lack wisdom let him ask of God, and it 
shall be given him. Ask then, of Him and you will infallibly obtain all the wisdom and 
grace which are requisite to qualify you for discharging with fidelity and success the ardu. 
ous duties of a Christian mother. 

With a view to aid and direct those who feel that something ought to be done, but know 
not what to do, permit me to subjoin to this address the plan of an association recently 
formed in this town. A MorTuaer. 

Portland, April 10, 1816. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOR. 
EIGN MISSIONS. 


May 1.1816. From a lady in Dorchester, : - NS $2 00 
From two children in Dedham, who had saved the money by abstaining from 
the use of sugar in tea, - - - .10 
2. From a farmer in Allegany county, (N. Y.) for the translations, 5 00 
3. From the Foreign Mission Society of Portland and Vicinity, nd Levi Cut- 
ter, Esq. the T veasurer, 100 00 
4. From the Foreign Mission Society of Hallow ell, Augusta and the Vicinity, 
by John Sewall, Esq. the Treasurer, - - 100 0 
7. From Miss Sally Cheever, by Mr. Samuel T. ‘Armstrong, - - 3 00 
From a few individuals, met for prayer on New-Year’s evening, for the trans- 
lations, by the Rev. Asa Rand, ° ° QM 
From three lads, fy heathen children at Bombay, by the same hand, - 35 
From the following i individuals and Society, by the Rev. Mr. Cogswell, of Saco; viz. 
From individuals in Biddeford, . - . 16 00 
From Mr. Isaiah Wood, of Anson, . ° 1 00 
From a traveller, - . 1 00 
Krom a friend of missions In Biddeford, ‘ - 1 00 
From indigent females, in do. - ° - $00 
From the Saco and Biddeford Foreign Mission Society, . 89 30-—111 5 
From a friend of missions in South Salem, (N. Y. - 5 0b 
From the Female Cent Society in Westford, (V am) ¥ the Rev. S. Par- 
mele, 15 25 r 
From individuals in the same owe, - - - 1 75—17 (0 
from Miss Naney Cook, of Roxbury, - - - 1 00 
From the Rev. J. P. Fisher, of Boothbay, Maine. - - 5 00 
From the Female Cent Society in parapet nd (Ver. ) by Madam Luey Ly- 18 
ran, 
From Mr. Josiah Fletcher, of Ludlow, (Ver. ) by the Hon, William Hall, 50 
13, From Mrs. Shaw, of Beverly, - ° 1 00 of 
From Miss Shaw’s school i in Wrentham, - - 1 26———? - 
‘rom the Cent Society in Portland, remitted by Mrs. Payson;* viz. for mis- 
sions, - - - 75 00 , 
lor the school fund, - - - 25 00——100 
_ 
Carried forward, $521 i 


. *. . . . er: 
“This donation was enclosed in a letter, from which the following paragraph 18 
‘acted. . sant 
“Tt is nov a veer since we farmed a Cent Society in this town. We have bets 
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2a Brought forward $521 56 
29, From the Foreign Mission Society of Newark, and the Vicinity, by Wil- 8 
~ iam Wallace, Esq. Treasurer; viz. 


ual Subseriptions, as wee, e 103 02 
wee Foreign Mission Society of Newark, ° . 49 12 
Female Cent Society of Rockaway, Morris county, ‘ * 25 00 


A female friend, - - . 4 : 10 00 
From Mr. Caleb Parkhurst, am = 3 5 00O——=192 14 
From the Foreign Mission Society of Newark and the Vicinity, by Theodore 


Frelinghuysen, Esq. the Preasurer, - Y 262 00 
From the New York Female Missionary Society, for the aid of Foreign and 

Domestic Missions, by Miss Rebecca Leggett, the Treasurer, - -* 262 00 
From the Female Cent Society in Addison, (Ver.) bythe rev. Dr. Davis, —- 8 76 


From the Female Charitable Society in Potsdam, (N. Y.) by Mrs. Sally John- 1l 17 
son the President, - 

92. From Mr. William Johnson, of Westborough, ( Mass.) for distributing the 
B.ble among the heathen, by Mr. R. Miller, M 


93. From the following individuals and So-ieties by Mr. T. Dwight, jun. the 
agent of the Board at New Haven; viz. 


1 00 


A friend of missions, 1 90; Dea. John Whiting, 3 00; : . 0 
Horatio Down, 1 00; Philomela Down, 100; Samucl M. Smith, 1 00; 3 00 
A female friend of missions, * . r * 5 00 
From young ladies in New Haven, associated for the purpose of giving 

the avails of their industry to aid the missionary eanse,ft 9 00 


From the Ladies’ Cent'Society of West Haven, by Mrs. Lucena Smith, 24 00 
From the Female Bible Mite Society of Couhocton, Steuben county, 
(N. Y.) by the Rev. Mr. Higgins,+ ~ 14 00———59 00 


. 


24. From the Female Cent Society in Montpelier, (Ver.) by Mrs. Patty 





Reed, the Treasurer, - - . . 47 26 
From the Cent Society in Lancaster, (N.H.) by Mrs. Clive Willard, the 
Treasurer, - - - “ ‘ x 6 00 
25, From the Merrimac Branch of the Foreign Missionary Society, by Mr. 
Joseph S. Pike, the Treasurer, - . ‘. - 157 50 
$1,470 39 


sv and seven husdred subscribers; the greater part of whem are children and domes 
tics. Iencloee one hundred dollars; seventy-five for foreign missions, and twenty-five 
for the school fund. 

“Were endeavors more generally made to induce children to became members of Cent 
Societies, and to save the necessary sum by some petty act of sef-denial, considerable 
sums might be collected, and, what is of more importance, the young subscribers would 
become accustomed to feel interested in the situation of the heathen. Most of our sub- 
scribers actually save the sum subscribed, by denying themselves seme little customary 
indulgence. Several children between eight and twelve years of age, insisted on giving 
all the money which they could save. They were encouruged to this by accounts in the 
Panoplist. Two little boys came of their own accord and brought a dollar, saying, if 
Bibles and Missionaries could deter the heathen from exposing their children to perish, 
they should rejoice to give all they had. A female servant who has moderute wages and 
pen suhperte her poor father, wept bitterly because I refused to take five dollars from 

er, 


*This donation and the preceding, amounting to $12, were remitted by the Rev. Mr. 
Pinneo of Milford, (Con. ) 
{The following note accompanied the donation. 
A few young ladies in New Haven have associated, and agreed to meet once a week, 
‘0 aid by their work the purpose of Foreien Missions. 
“The enclosed sum of nine dollars, which you will be pleased to accept, is the avails of 
their labor for a short period. 
The Society is of very recent date, and they hope as Providence shall be pleased to 
oe their exertions, fiom time to time to be enabled to send donations of more impor- 
nee, 
*The following note accompanied the donation. 

I'he Female Bible Mite Society of Conhocton, County of Steuben, and State of New 
York, believing, that the sending of the word of God to the heathens, is a work of great 
‘mportance, in which all that live under the light of the Gospel ought to be en aged, have 
iS, reed to forward the sum of $14 to be disposed of in prnting sibles for the eathens; 
ey that God may bless this and every other e fort to spread the Gospel, for his Son’s 


Vor. XII. 36 
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MISSION TO VIRGINIA. 


Ovr readers will remember a letier, published in the Panoplist for September fast, ad. 
dressed by a lady in Virginia to her brother. {he pathetic appeal made in that letter to 
the hearts of Christians, was not ineffectual. Several females in Boston and in other 
places, were affected with a tender sympathy for her situation. At their request, means 
were taken to ascertain who the writer of the letter was; and after inquiry, she was 
found to be a native of Connecticut, now a resident in Kingwood, Monongalia county, 
Virginia. They then wrote to her, stating the effect produced on their minds by her 
letter, and their determination to send a Missionary tu the place, to furnish her and hep 
neighbors with the blessings of the Gospel of Peace. The iollowing extracts are taken 
from a letter, written by her in return. Since the receipt of this letter, we can inform 
our readers that the fenrales, who determined to provide the Missionary, have raised g 
fund o° $300 for the purpose, and applied toa gentleman excellently qualified for the 
undertaking, in hopes that he will iminediately euter upon a mission in that region. 


Dear Frienp, 
Waar shall I say? How shall T answer you? In what manner ean I express the emotion, 
the joy and gratitude which filled my heart last Sabbath, when your thrice welcome epis- 
tle was handed to me?) When [ wrote to my Brother and in my familiar way vented my 
complaints, litle did Ll think that an all-wise God would make ase of such small means to 
promote his great and gracious desigus. But sinee God hash put it into the hearts of the 
benevolent to send the means of grace amoug us, I do feel greatly encouraged to hope 
aud pray that he will mercifully accompany the dispensation of «vine truth with the all 
powerful operations of his own Holy Spirit. O that the sons and daughters of pee 
may be here! But if they are not, your peace shall veturo to vou again. 1 really belicve 
there is merey in store for some of my poo: neighbors who have no merey on themselves; 
for about the time | wrote that letter to my brother, | felt uneasy and discontented with 
living so remote as we did from al? soviety. 1 etien told my husband that I felt guilty and 
feared that we were burying our one talent. T went toa Methodist Meeting, about twelve 
miles, and a Baptist lady, whom I believe to be truly pious, sent for me, and re- 
quested that | would eome and instruet her five duughters, young women. As 1 had 
three little ones of my own, all of whom neetied schooling, [ accepted her offer, and 
spent three months very agreeably, instructing beLween twelve andtwenty young women, 
to read and write, or to begin to write: and not more than three of them could read in 
the spelling-hook, to be understood, unless it was something very plain and easy. But! 
found them all, though extremely ignorant, very civil, and teachable; and both they and 
their parents and others, appeared so desiious Lo have me continue, that we hired a howse 
for the purpose in the village of Kingwood the week before 1 received your Jetter; whieh 
house will also serve as a meeting-house. 1 think it may not be improper to give you 
some information coneerning the place and people where my lot ts cast, that the Gentle- 
man who undertakes the arduous task of visiting us, may be fortifying his mind against 
some of the difficulties he must expect to encoonter. And first with regard to the place, 
it is exceedingly rough and mountainous and solitary, having many large streams without 
bridges or ferry, though passable most of the time; in summer cold, wet and frosty; 1 have 
resided thirty months here, and have secu but one in whieh water would not freeze over 
in vessels; but 1 do not believe there is a more healthy place in America, The people ae 
rude, and uneultivated generally; or at least, many of them. Many, very many false 
Opinions has iguorance, and superstition, aud wrong preaching, established here, which! 
fear will greatly hinder the progress of truth. And the people ave poor, they have no 
books, or very few. T have notseen aecatechism sinee I eame here, except my own small 
one. “ut if he must be ealled to undergo the fatigue of so long a journey alone, I humbly 
trust that as his day is, so his strength may be; and above all that he may be endned with 
power from on high. He will greatly need the qualifications, and dispositions St. Paul pos 
sessed. He will need, I had almost said, to learn a new language; for [ am sure if he 
should preach and converse as New England people usually do, be would not be under 
stood. But my greatest eo cern, and my most earnest prayer is, that our hearts may be 
prepared to receive the truth in love, whenever we may be so favored, as to hear it preach- 
ed; that we may truly prize, and rightly improve, so inestimable a_ privilege; that we may 
have a just sense of, and suitable gratitude for, so great a favor, even to have the blessed 
Gospel sent into our houses, and that by entire strangers. Oh, that we might one and all 
here reflect, what that must be which could move strangers to such acts of philanthrophy, 
and onthe dreadful consequences of slighting such extraordinary kindness. I humbly 
beg with confidence a continuance of your prayers, that the Holy Spirit may be poured out 
here, and that the Churches of Christ may be establisied in faith and purity. ‘ 

T aro your sincere and grateful, though unknown friend, N. W. > 

Kingwood, March 1, 1816. 

»Monongalia County, Virginia. 
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MISSION AT RANGOON, 


We have seen two letters written by Mr Jadson tothe Missionaries at Bombay, dated 
at Rangoon, Sept. 1, 1814, and Jan. 18, 1815 The details would not be interesting. 
In the frst, Mr. J. congratulates the Missionaries on their being permitted to settle at 
Bombay, and expresses his acquiescence in the Providence that stationed hira at Rangoon. 
His residence was the mission house. His fellow missionary, Mr. Felix Carey, was ab- 
sent. There were but five or six Europeans in the place, and they were not of a ehar- 
acter to afford him much society. The sanguinary nature of the government and ungov- 
ernable temper of the people is strikingly illustrated in what he states respecting public 
executions. It is no untrequent thing that half a dozen criminals ave crucified and cut to 
pieces. “I believe,” he writes “that thirty or forty have been executed in Rangoon’ 
within the last week or ten days ” 

At the date of the second, Mr. F. Carey had been appointed by the Emperor Ambas- 
sador to Bengal, and had accepted the appointment; though he did not, on this accoant, 
relinguisk the intention of translating the Testament and of completing his Burman dic- 
tionary. Mr. and Mrs, Judson had hitherto lived in safety, unmolested either by the gov- 
ernment, or by robbers, though in continual danger from both. Mrs. J. in an ill state of 
health, was just embarking for Madras, whither she was going tu place herself under med- 
jeal care. ‘There is a note annexed to this last letter by the hand of ‘ir. Newell, dated 
Bombay, July 8, 1815, from which itappears, that at the date of the latest intelligence 
Mr. J. was well, and that Mrs. Judson had made her visit to Madras and returned to 
Rangoon in good health. 


CAYUGA BIBLE SsocIETY. 


A BrBre Society was formed in Cayuga County, N. Y. more than a year ago, of whick 
we intended to have given earlier notice. The meeting for forming it, was held in the 
court-house of the county, on the 22d of February, 1815, the Rev. Hezekiah N. Wood- 
ruff, Chairman, and the Rev. Benjamin Rice, Seeretary. At the time, it appeared, by 
certain investigation, that many families in the county and its vicinity were destitute of 
the Holy Scriptures, and that on account of their inability, or their negligence, they 
would not probably be supplied unless by the exertio..s of the liberal and pious. After 
alopting a Constitution, the Society proceeded tothe choice of Officers, when the fol- 
lewing gentlemen were chosen; 
| Rev. Hezextan N. Woonrver, President. 
WitiramM Brown, Esq. Vice-President. 
Rey. Seta Smita, Secretary. 
Mr. Horace Hitt, Treasurer. 
Rey. Messrs. Royat Pueces, 
Bensamin Rice, \ 
Henny Forp, Directors. 
Levi Parsons, and | 
Mr. Jusepu Ruoves, 


THK SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA, 


The remains of these churches have been very recently visited bu the Rev. H. Lindsay, 
chuplan to the British embassy ut Conster inople. Anaccount of his visit is given 
by him in his correspondence with the Britsh und Foreign Bible Society, the Sollowing 
extruct from which we are able tu luy before our readers. 


, “Constantinople, January 10, 1816. 
W NEN [ last wrote to you, I was on the point of setting out on a short excursion into 
Asia-M nor. Travelling hastily, as | was constrained to do, trom the circumstances of my 
situallou, the information T could proeuse was necessarily superficial and unsatisiactory. 
As, however, I distributed the few books of the Soerety, which I was able to carry with 
te, LT think it hecessary Lo give some account o! the course | took. The regular inter- 
eourse of England with Suyrna, will enaide you to procure as accurate intelligence of 
Its present State as any I ecan pretend to offer. 

From the conversation I had with the Greek Bishop and his Clergy, as well as various 
well-informed individuals, | am ted to suppose, that, if the population of Smyr» be esti- 
mated at 140,000 inhabitants, there are trom 15 to 20,000 Greeks, 6000 Armenians, 
5000 Catholies, 140 Proiestants, and 11,000 Jews. 

Ripe Smyrna, the first place | visited wes Ephesus, or rather (as the site is not quite 
‘he same, ) Aiasalick, which consists of about fifteen poor cottages. J feend there but 
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three Christians; two brothers who kept a small shop, and a gardener. They are ai} 
three Grecks, and their ignorance is lamentable indeed. In that place, which was blessed 
s0 long with an apostie’s labors, and those of his zealous assistants, are Christians who 
have not so much as heard of that apostle, or seem only to recognize the name of Pauj 
as one in the calender of their saints. Que of them I found abie to read a little, and lef 
with him the New-Testament in ancient and modern Greek, which he expressed a stroyo 
desire to read, and promised me he would not only study it himself, but lend it to ‘his 
friends in the neighboring villages. My next object was to see Laodicea. In the road to 
this, is Guzel-hizar, a large town, with one Church, and about 700 Christians. 

In conversing with the priests here, I found them so little acquainted with the Bible, 
or even the New Testament, in an entire form, that they had no distinct Knowledge of 
the books it contained, beyond ihe four Gospels; but mentioned them indiscriminately, 
with various idle legends and lives of saints. ’ 

I have sent thither three copies of the modern Greck Testament since my return, 
About three miles from Laodicea is Denizli, which has been styled, but I am inelined to 
think erroneously, the ancient Colosse; it is a considerable town, with about 4u 
Christians, Greeks, and Armenians, each of whom hasaChurch. f regret, however, to 
Bay, that here also the most extravagant tales of miracles, and fabulous accounts of 
angels, saints, and relics, had so usurped the place of the Scriptures, as to reiuder it very 
difficult to sepaiate, in their minds, divine truths from human inventions. I felt, that 
her: that unhappy time was come, when men shouid “turn away their ears from the 
truth, and be turned unto fables ” 

1 had with me some copies of the Gospel in ancient Greek, which 1 distributed here, 
a8 in some other places through which I had passed. Eski-hisar, close to which are the 
remains of ancient Laodicea, cou.ains about titty poor inhabitants, in which number are 
but two Christiaos, who live together in asmall mill. Unhappily, nefther could read at 
all. The copy, therefore, of the New Testament which I intended tor this Church, I 
left with that of Denizh, the offspring and poor remains of Laodicea and Colosse; the 
prayers of the Mosque are the only prayers which are hear near the ruins of Lagdicea 
on which the threatseems to have been fully executed, in its utter rejection as a Chureh, 

I left it for Philadeiphia, now Alah-shehr. It was gratifying to find at last some sur- 
viving fruits of early zeal; and here, at least, whatever may be lost of-the spirit of 
Christianity, there is still the form of a Chris ian Church: this has beew kept from the hour 
of temptation, which came upon all the Chrisuan world. There are here about 100 
Christians, chiefly Greeks, who, for tie most part, speak only Turkish; there are twenty 
five places of public worship, five of which are large, regular Churches; to these theres 
a resident bishop, with twenty inferior clergy. A copy of the modern Greek ‘Tesiameut 
was received by the bishop with great thankfulness. IL quitted Alah-shchr, deeply disap. 
pointed at the statement | received there of the Church of Sardis. 1 trusted that, in its 
utmost trials, it would not have been suffered to perish utterly, and I heard with surprise, 
that not a vestige of it remained. With what satisfaction, then, did ifiud, on the plains 
of Sardis, a small Church establishment: the few Christians who dwell around modern 
Sart, were anxious to settle there, and erect a Church, as they were inthe habit of meet 
ing at each other's houses, for the exercise of religion; from this design they were pre 
hibited by Kar Osman Oglu, the Turkish Governor of the district, aud, in consequence, 
about five years ago, they built a @hurch upon the plain, within view of ancient Sardis, 
and there they maintain a priest. The place has gradually risen into a little village, now 
called Tatar-Keny; thither the few Christians of Sart, who amount to seven, and those 
in its immediate vicinity, resort for public worship, and form together a congregation 
about forty. There appears then still a remnant, “a few names, even in Sardis,” which 
have been preserved. I cannot repeat the expressions of gratitude with which theyre 
ceived acopy of the New Testament, in a language with which they were familiar. Sev 
eral crowded about the priest, to hear it on the spot: and I left them thus engaged. Ek- 
hisar, the ancient Thyatira, is said to contain about $0,000 inhabitants, of whom 3000 
Christians, all Greeks, except about 200 Arnienians. Thereis, however, but one Greek 
Church, and one Armenian. The superior of the Greek Church, to whom ! presented 
the Romaic Testament, esteemed it so great a treasure, that he earnestly pressed me, 1 
possible, to spare another, that one might be secured tothe Church, and free from s 
cidents, while the other went round among the people, for their private reading. 1 have, 
therefore, since my return hither, sent him four copies. 

The Chureh of Pergamos, in respect tonumbers, may be said to flourish still in Berg® 
mo. ‘The town is less than Ak-hisur, but the number of Christians is about as gre# 
the proportion of Armenians to Greeks neaily the same, and each nation also has 0 
Church. The bishop of the district, who occasionally resides there, was at that time abset, 
and 1 expgrienced, with deep regret, that the resident clergy were totally ineapable a 
estimating the gift I intended them; | therefore delivered the Testament to the lay ae 
of the bishop, at his urgent request, he having assured me, that the bishop would high! 
prize so valuable an acquisition to the Church; he seemed much pleased that the benigh*: 
ed state of his nation had excited the attention of strangers. 

Thus, sir, I have left, at least, one copy of the unadulterated word of Ged, 
the seven Asiatic Churches of the apocalypse, and I trast they are not utterly th 
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away; but, wbOever may plant, it is God only who can give the increase; and from his 
ness, we may hope, they will, in due time, bring forth fruit, “some thirty, some 
sixty, and some a undred fold!” 

” Believe me, sir, ever your’s most truly, Henry Linpsayr.” 


OBITUARY. 


Dizp, in Longmeadow, 26th March, in the 75th year of her age, the Widow Lucy Wir- 
yams. When i4 years ef age, she made a profession of her friendship to Christ. —While 
yet very young she was married to a son of the Rev. Stephen Williams, D. D. who lived 
under the same roof with his father. The care of the family, which was numerous, and 
of their friends and visitors who were many, was committed to her.—In this situation, she 
for many years discharged the various and arduous duties devolving upon her, with a fi- 
deiity and assiduity becoming her Christian character.—Soon after the decease of Doct. 
Williams, in 1782, his son, her husband, became deranged, consequently the 
management of her family, together with constant and increasing concerns for them, and 
the atientions due to their numerous acquaintances, devolved solely upon her: these du- 
ties she discharged with admirable correctness and propriety. She possessed a cheerful- 
ness and an evenness of temper and disposition, truly desirable, and which she supported 
eminently amidst all her trials—Whilst her heart was filled with anxiety for her dear 

artner, and ch Idren, she trusted in the Lord and could say, “1 had fainted unless | had 
Believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.” 

She afterwards became the subject of a rheumatic complaint, which at last confined 
her to her lisase, and rendered her unable to walk for sixteen years.—Under all these va- 
rious and accumulated duties and sufferings, she manifested the resignation of the real 
and undisguised disciple of the patient and suffering Jesus.— Never did her own bodily pams 
prevent her attention to the pains of others.—Desirous of communicating happiness, she 
spare no labor to comfort those round her, and found a satisfaction therein which the 
selfish mind knows not. In her heart and on her tongue dwelt continually the law of 
kindness—She was indeed a precious blessing in every period of her life, imparting as 
occasion required and she was able, assistance, counse] and consolation, which by those 
connected with her can never be forgotten. 

During her long confinement she was never heard to utter a murmuring word, and 
particuiarly in her last painful illness, which continued several months, her patience was 
truly exemplary. Iv her conduct and expressions were exhibited a sweetness, and re- 
siguedness to the will of her heavenly Father, which did not fail to inspire those who wit- 
hess it, with an ardent desire to possess the same spirit which shone so sweetly through 
her sufferings, and was manifested so conspicuously in her dying deportment. As she 
had lived, soshe died, assuredly hoping, meekly and quietly waiting, for the salvation of 
God.—-Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them. 


At Stockbridge, last January, Miss Jut1a Brown, in the 25th year of her age.. She 
was called to pass through a scene of almost unparalleled bodily and mental sufferings, 
which she endured with Christian fortitude and patience. The following narrative, eXcept 
some slight alterations, was written and exhibited by her to the church in that place at 
the time she was examined fer admission to its communion and fellowship. 

“At the age of twelve years, when there was an unusual attention to religion in this 
place, my mind was censiderably impressed with the importance of obtaining religion. 
My feelings rather increased while the attention continued, then, in a measure wore off, 
but never were easy long at atime after my first impressions. I was easily affected, and 
frequently alarmed by sermons and reading serious books; but endeavored to shake off my 
feelings, and succeeded in some instances.— My peculiar situation* prevented my enjoying 
this world, and led me to reflect on God’s character and his dealings with me. As I re- 

ected, | found my heart rose in op; osition to his will;—could not bear the doctrine of 
Election—felt that all mankind were alike sinful, by nature, and could not see the justice 
of God’s making one creature happy and another miserable. I found my quarrelling did 
hot alter his deerees, and soon imbibed the idea that God intended to make me a monu- 
meut of his wrath, and te display his vengeance in a peculiar manner on me. 

I thought that God intended to inflict as much misery on me as I could bear, in this 
World, and then send me to endless destruction, there-to dwell forever;—that there was 
Ho merey for me, though I sometimes attempted to plead for it. I tried various meth- 
ods to drive away every thing serious from my mind—was determined to enjoy what 1 
— in this vain world, but met with nothing but contmual mortifications and disappoint. 
nts which drove me almost to madness and despair. My opposition, sometimes rose to 
* expressible height, and, 1 was under strong temptations to put a period to my mis- 
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* She was deprived of her speech. 
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erable life. Finally I was determined to harden myself against every thing,—not to be. 
lieve the Bible, nor read any thing serious, but.could not rest long here. In company, | 
endeavored to appear more gay and thoughtless than any, but, when alone, conscience 
would predominate.—I remained, much in this state, except growing more hardened in 
sin and my opposition inereasing, till last spring, when I was brought, as I thought, to the 
borders of the grave. ‘lhings now appeared in a very different light. [ was distressed, 
and thought | wouid give the whole world for an interest in Christ. 1 thought it I was only 
prepared to meet my Judge | should not have any desire to live: but God in infinite merey 
(as I trust) saw fit io spare my life and restore my usual health; but 1 thought then it 
was only that 1 might fiiithe measure of my sins and my destruction be the more aggra. 
vated. My distress continued through the summer though . took unwearied pains te con. 
cealit. { was fully persuaded that God was about to withdraw his Spirit from me and 
leave me forever to. myseti, and that now was the only space, L should ever have granted 
me for repentance. What shall t do to be saved was the language of my heart, continu 
ally. I had slighted all Giod’s warnings, reproofs and invitations, what could I do, or where 
should I go to escape the wrath of an offended Judge? 1 thought it was impossible that 
God ever should have merey oy such a guilty, hellleserving rebel as 1 was, alter I had 
even defied his almighty vengeance upon me. 

Satan next suggested to me that I had committed the unpardonable sin, and that it was 
now in vain and forever tov late for me to plead for mercy. ‘This threw me into a state 
of absolute despair for some time; at length 1 was resolved at all events to throw myself 
on the merey of Christ, and if | mact perish, | would perish there, and spend my last 
breath in imploring pardon. If felt that God could do me no injustice. Let Him inflict 
what punishment he would on me, it would be less than L deserved. Thus | re. 
mained for several weeks, still fully persuaded, that nothing but inevitable destruction 
awaited me; but using all means 

One day, as [ was meditating on the sufferings of Christ, this verse struek my mind 
forcibly — 

T°’were you my sins, my cruel sins, 
#fis chief tormentors were; 

Each of my crimes became a nail, 
And unbelief the spear.” 


In addition to all my other sins, I was now crucifying my Savior afresh, by my unbe- 
lief. God can have mercy on the chief of sinn«rs, why should | limit his power; salva 
tion is free for all who will accept it. A number of passages of Scripture occurred to my 
mind in succession; still refused to be comforted,—could not take hold of the precious 
promises, thought they could not be for so great a sinner as | was, and felt that God 
would do me no injustice, if he should cast me off forever. Fora few days after this, 
thought | felt differently,—my distress appeared to be wearing off, in some measure. — 
felt alarmed; and thought God was justly leaving me to myself; but what chiefty occupi- 
ed my mind, was the many mercies | enjoyed—that I was in the hands of such a mer- 
eiful God. But my distress soon returned with redoubled vigor. I was now in a state of 
perfect despair; it appeared that Satan had full power and deminion over me. _ I sought, 
but in vain, for relief—thought I was willing to wait God’s time, if he would at last deliv- 
er me from the power of sin and the temptations of Satan.—My heart was lifted up in 
prayer to God continually night and day,—I had little or no rest for more than a fortnight, 
fully assured that if 1 went to sleep, I should awake in hell ‘The moment } laid my heal 
en my pillow I was in a perfect agony: my distress was visible to all around me, but] still 
concealed the cause.—One night, in particular, it appeared to me, that | *as extended 
over the very precipice of hell, | could hardly contain myself and keep from shrieking 
aloud, but I did not disturb any one. 

I think this was but a night or two before it pleased God to appear for me, in wonier- 
ful mercy and loving kinduess.—One Saturday night L felt greatiy relieved, my mind was 
much enlightened, a great number of very comforting texts of Scripture occurred to ny 
mind in a foreible manner. I derived much satisfaction—spent the night in conteraplating 
the glorious displays of God’s character. {was so enraptured that | entirely forgot ™)- 
seif, was insensible toevery thing around me, and wholly lost in wouder and admiration 
—in the morning every thing wore a different aspect; I was not abie to atuend meetings 
but found inexpressible delight in reading the Bible. It appeared like a new book. 
thought I was willing to do or sufter any thing that would be for God’s glory; every thing 
was right; and I was perfectly happy. | eontinued in this frame nine or ten days, except 
my mind was every hour more enlightened, and God continued to display more and mor 
of the beauty and exeellency of his divine character to my vicw. My whole heart ¥® 
filled with love and gratitude tomy adorable Redeemer. I thought Christ’s coudescendf 
love ami mercy to sinners far exceeded my weak comprehension. I was disgusted wit 
every thing but religious conversation, wondered that Christians could be so swallows 
up in the world, and that they did not always feel cheerful. 

Soon after this, God was pleased to discover to me the wickedness of my own heart, 1" 
such a manner that it overwhelmed me in sorrow. 1 tried to banish all comfort aud §" 
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up all hope; but God was again pleased to let the light in on my benighted soul; and 
through the grace of God, f have enjoyed a comfortable Lope the most of he time since 
though I have had many dark hours, met with various discouragements, encountered 
many temptations, and been perplexed with doubts and fears; yet E think § can freely and 
cheerfully give up myself and ail that T have unto the Lord, trusting in Him through a 
Redeemer for guidance and support through life, and a never_failing friend and portion in 
the hour of death. f have derived much satistuetion from reading the Bible, and uttend- 
ing meetings and from other duties, and think [ can truly say, that I have enjoyed 
more in one week the winter past than‘ ever enjoyed beforein the whoie course of my 
life; and that itis good for me chat I have been afflicted.” 

At Stockbridge, last October, Miss Crauissa Joves, aged 28, daughter of the late 
Capt. Samuel Jones, of Hetron, (Cox.) Daring the whole course of her illness, which 
was long and painful, the deceased exhibited an example of Christian fortitude and pa- 
tience, which excited the admiration of all, and shed a distinguislied lustre on that holy 
religion of which she had been for some time a professor. She often spoke of her dis- 
solution with the utmost composure, and would frequently sav, “1 long to depart and be 
with Jesus, but desire patiently to wait God’s time.” ‘The night before she died, she had 
a very distressed turn. On being asked if she thought herseif dying, she said, “I do not 
know but Lam, but I hope [am not. J have a greut desire to see the light of another 
morning. If [ could live till morning, I should then die rejoicing”’~Are you afraid to 
die? “No, Ido not know that Tam, but T pray chat [ may live until morning.” She then 
repeated the petition aldud in the form of a prayer, and immediately afterwards expres- 
sed a strong persuasion that her prayer would be granted, exclaiming in the accents of 
adoration and praise, **O dear Redeemer! O blessed Redeemer!”~—On being desired to 
speak lower for fear it would exhaust her too much, she said, “I desire to have all the 
world hear me praise the Lord; I never was half as happy in m: life as at this moment.” 
—During this conversation, she had her reason perfectly, and appeared to be in an ex- 
tacy of joy, Being asked by a person who eame in, how she did, she replied, “I am 
very well.” 

After this she appeared to be much in praver: and said “that the Lord had mitigated 
her distressed turus in answer to prayer, and that she should Irave no more.””? Dering the 
night, she inquired several times, if it were not most morning, and said, she longed for 
dav light. She inquired the time, at half past three o'clock; being told, she said, ‘Is it 
uv later?’ Some sime aftcr, she wished to have the wndow bliids opened to see if it 
were not day light. She said to her sister who attended her, ‘*You are cold and tired sit- 
ting by me all night, but it is the last night voa will have to sic by me” About day 
tight she requested her brother to move her, said she did lie straight, told him in what 
manner to move the sheet, and said, that would move her right. She then placed her 
hands upon her breast. It seemed, she was laying herself in a position to die. In a 
few moments after, she expired without a struggle or a groan. It was thus that she 
slept in Jesus at the appointed moment, an example to her relatives, her friends, and to 
Christians, anda bright, Christiay light, shining in death and saying, O Death, where is 
thu sting. 


POETRY, 


LORD’S-DAY MORNING. These spires which gleam beside the At!an- 
tic wave, 
Hatt, holy hour! And hail, bright orb of | But, stretching far thy rising glories, lo! 
day, China’s vast empire burst upon the view. 
Rest image of thy Maker’s power below, Oh what a wilderness of souls'—in whom 
Audemblem of His glory! Ah, conld’st thou The stalking demons of delusion hold 
Vy course declare, and all the scenes dis- Their loved abode, not dispossest. Yet still 


_ Cimes A brighter ray than thive shines near their 
Which wnder thy broad eye have passed, coast. 
sinee when, Hail, dauntless Morison! Thy labor glad, 


— yon western sky thy hurried speed Yet unremitting, finds at length reward. 
last beheld, *twere well to question thee. Her language China lends thy Christian zeal 


Uh tor the pinions of that messenger, To publish tidings of great joy; and though 
Viiom Jobn in vision saw, and gladly hail- Her misled monarch frown upon the cause, 
ed, : And threaten death—God reigns—and His 
As through mid air the Gospel he pro- own sway : 
1 Claimed Must bow the pagan. Prosper thou! May 
0 tvibes unnumbered! Then might I sur- He, 
With a. Whose is the world by purchase through 
ta thee the progress of that Gospel’s His blood, 
power. Dispense to all these millions Truth Divine, 


*earee hadst thou gilded with thy setting And rear ‘iis empire o’er their subject 
any, throne! - 
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But now where leads the cheering beam 
of day? 

Lo! in the south a broad extended coast, 
Save in few spots, presents a wild far 
stretched 
Of nature and of man. Yet Marsden here 
From reeking prisons to the cause of Christ 
And human welfare beckons hundreds. Ah! 
How great the triumph! Science, virtue, art, 

By biest religion consecrated, here 


Shatl fix their bright abode, and hence ex- 


tend 
Truth, comfort, plenty, happiness around. 
Say, too, how speeds the glorious cause, 
where he 


‘ Of honored name, Pomarree, welcomed 


kind 
The Heaven-sent Missionaries? Does their 
voice 
Gain audience with the maddening island- 
ers? « 
And have the vales where rolls Columbia’s 
tide 
Yet listened to the Gospel? Are the shores 
Of California and remote Japan 
Unvisited by holy Christian zeal? 
When shall we know our strength, and fill 
our sphere! 
But onward move thy beams. 
behold 
Siberia rousing hails omnifie Truth. 
O’er Birmah, dulfous whether to receive 
Or spurn the cross—o’er Java, and the isles, 
Whence Asia and the world with odorous 
gums 
And spice perfume their dwellings, lo! thy 
light 
Revels, re allisday. The Christian wakes 
In solitude, ’mid wastes of moral death. 
Aud hymns his orison, while Islam rites 
From the tall minaret announce a zeal 
Shaming the tardy steps of Europe’s lore. 
Oh whea shall all these sea-girt regions 
tell 
The wonders of Immanuel’s grace, declare 
His precious worth, and wide evince His 
power! 
And now the day-dawn on the mountain 
heights 
Named from our great progenitor, (where 
still 
In antient Silan, throngh the forest scene, 
His huge proboscis rears the elephant 
And gambols at his ease,) announces thee, 
O gladdening orb! And straight, ablations 
wont 
The Bramins practise, and Ramisseram 
Resounds the praise of “Moloch, horrid 
king. 
Yet here shall He, who groaned on Calva- 
ry’s steep, 
Receive a tribute. Rescued from the power 
Of idol superstition, multitudes 
Shall glory in the triumphs of His name. 
O favored isle, soon may thy blessings coine! 
Now the broad Ganges through her many 
streams 
Issuing, reveals abominations vile, 
That stain her venerated flood with gore. 


And now 


ret, India! Though debased by idols foy! 
And all the stupid rites of heathen lore, 
Still on thy shoes polluted in the grasp 
Of avarice, what wonders of His love 
Has Godin mercy shewn! This morn thy 
beams, 
O glorious orb, have greeted fanes of Christ 
Where erst Idolatry unrivalled reigned. 
And o’er the tumbling waves now raised, 
now sunk 
In their deep furrow, hast thou not dis. 
cerned, 
te " steady course, the hallowed 
ark, 
Rich freighted with our prayers, that bears 
along 
New England’s Mission te the Asian coast? 
How sped they? Say. Did not thy welcome 
beam 
Find their hearts rising to the sacred souree 
Of hight Divine, for comfort, guidance, 
ope, 
And full success in their vast enterprise? 
Blow, winds, propitious; smooth thy wrink- 
led front, 
O troubled Gcean, ti'l in health they land, 
And in the name of Christ possession held 
Of esd benighted shores, where Satan 
rules. 

O’er Persia now, and on Arabia’s wilds 
The day spring rises; now Judea’s heights, 
All desolate and silent, (but that monks 
And votaries of Mohammed plant their 

spires 
Where stood the towers of Salem) meet 
the light. 
Oh when shall dawn again Messiah’s reign 
O’er this once hallowed region, and dis- 


pense 
Life-giving light and joy to all mankind! 
Now Abyssinia a.d the island vast 
Of savage Madagascar rise today, 
A.d all the wandering tribes of Afric race. 
And hark! The missionary e : From lips 


Unskilled but late, it seeks the throne o 


God, 
And joins the voices of Heaven’s praising 
hosts, 
In holy sabbath-anthems, breathing love. 
And Europe feels thy bea—Europ?, 
the seat 
Of empire, art, and science, Gospel grace, 
And zeal enlightened, warm, diffusive, free: 
At last, across the broad Atlantic, borve 
On wings of light, God’s holy sabbath comes 
To greet America. Hail, sacred #y! 
Rise, rise, my soul! The eastern worl 
awake, 
Through all its climes bids holy joy esecnd, 
Join thy glad voice with thousands. Biess 
the time, 
When worldly toil gains respite, and when 
man 
May antedate the service of the skies. 
Thy Maker’s love it calls thee to adore, 
To give thyself anew to thy Redeemer, 
And by His gracious, sanctifying power, 
To spend the consecrated hours in prals® 
**, Maine. 





